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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BELFAST — 1947 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 


Area  (Census  1937)  (Exclusive  of  1,262  acres  of 
tidal  water) 

Population 

Marriages 

Marriage  Rate 

Births  Registered  ...  ,.. 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate  average  for  the  ten  years  1938-1947 
Births  (notified) 

Still  Births  (included  in  total  births  notified) 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  average  for  the  ten  years  1938-1947 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Average  for  the  ten  years  1938-1947 
Neo-natal  Deaths  (under  one  month) 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate 
Average  for  the  ten  years  1938-1947 
Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and  the 
Puerperal  State  ... 

Death  Rate 

Deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases  ... 

Death  Rate  from  Epidemic  Diseases 
Deaths  from  Measles 
Deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever 
Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
Deaths  from  Diphtheria 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two 
years  of  age) 

Deaths  from  Dysentery 
Deaths  from  Influenza 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 
tory System 
Deaths  from  Bronchitis 
Deaths  from  Pneumonia 
Deaths  from  Pleurisy 

Deaths  from  other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  (Tuberculosis  excepted) 


15.289  acres. 

450,000  (estimate  of  Regis 
trar-General  for  N . I . 
June,  1947). 

3,847 

8.55 

10,505 

23.3 

21.9 

12,031 

356 

5.289 

11.7 

12.7 
632 

60  deaths  per  1,000  births. 
89  deaths  per  1,000  births. 
245 

23.3  per  1,000  births. 

38  per  1,000  births. 

13 

1.2  per  1,000  births  regis 
tered. 

239 

0.5 

42 

7 

Nil 

35 

3 

112 

1 

27 

281 

0.62 

265 

326 
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To 


The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  Sir  William 
Neill,  F.A.I.,  J.P.,  M.P.),  and  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Belfast  acting  as  the  Belfast  Health 
Authority. 


Health  Department, 

City  Hall, 

Belfast, 

July,  1948. 


My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health,  vital  statistics, 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  County  Borough,  and  on  the  work  of  the  various 
sections  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1947. 

The  population  of  the  city,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for  Northern 
Ireland  (June,  1947),  was  450,000. 

The  birth  rate  of  23.3  was  fractionally  higher  than  in  1946,  when  the  rate  was 
23.2.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1947  was  20.5. 

The  death  rate  of  11.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  lower  than  in  1946(11.9), 
and  was  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  city  with  the  exception  of  1942  (11.2),  and  1945 
(11.6).  The  1947  rate  was  well  below  the  preceding  ten  year  average  rate  of  13.0,  and 
also  compares  favourably  with  the  1947  general  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of 
12.0,  and  for  Northern  Ireland  of  12.6. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  continues  to  decline  and  reached  the  lowest  record  for 
the  city  of  60  per  1,000  related  live  births.  The  rate  was  61  in  1946  and  the  average 
rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  was  92.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  1947  was  41. 

The  neo-natal  mortality  (deaths  which  occur  in  the  first  four  weeks  after  birth) 
was  also  the  lowest  on  record,  and  at  23.3  per  1,000  related  live  births  is  well  below 
the  average  rate  of  40  per  1,000  births  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  (deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth,  and  the  puer- 
peral state)  was  1.2  per  1,000  births,  which  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  for  the 
city,  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  five  years  being  2.5.  The  maternal  mortality 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1948,  was  1.01  per  1,000 
births. 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  also  the  lowest  on  record.  The  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  281,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  .62  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  In  1946  there  were  343  deaths  and  the  rate  was  .77  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  65,  which  is  also  the 
lowest  figure  on  record,  comparing  with  78  in  1946  and  an  average  of  90  for  the  pre- 
ceding ten  years.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  in  Belfast  the  death  rate  in  respect  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  has  fallen  to  approximately  one-third  of  that  for  1914,  even 
when  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  larger  population  in  1947  as  compared  with  1914. 
The  reduction  in  the  non-pulmonary  type  of  tuberculosis  is  even  more  striking. 

When  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  and  overcrowding  which  prevail  in 
many  parts  of  the  city  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  statistical  records  relating  to 
tuberculosis  are  better  than  could  have  been  expected. 

Two  of  the  main  problems  to  be  overcome  in  combating  tuberculosis  are  the  pro- 
vision of  satisfactory  housing,  and  the  finding  of  institutional  accommodation  for  infec- 
tive cases.  During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  in  the  provision  of  hospital  beds 
for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  but  the  demand  for  admission  to  hospital  was  far  from 
being  satisfied  and  the  long  waiting-list  was  only  slightly  reduced. 
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On  1st  September,  1947,  the  duties  and  functions  of  the  Belfast  Corporation 
relating  to  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  were  transferred  to  the 
Northern  Ireland  Tuberculosis  Authority,  which  was  set  up  by  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Act  (Northern  Ireland)  1946. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  and  mortality  rates  for  the  more  common  infectious  diseases  were 
remarkably  low. 

Diphtheria 

The  notifications  of  diphtheria  reached  a low  record  of  115  cases  : 25  of  these 
were  found  not  suffering  from  the  disease,  so  that  only  90  cases  occurred.  The  average 
number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  544.  The  marked  decline 
in  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  is  most  gratifying  : as  this  coincides  with  the  wide- 
spread adoption  of  immunisation  against  the  disease,  a significant  inter-relation 
between  them  must  be  assumed.  Formerly  one  of  the  most  treacherous  diseases  which 
prevailed  in  the  city  for  many  years,  diphtheria  has  now  become  of  relative  insigni- 
ficance from  the  statistical  point  of  view.  It  is  regrettable  that  there  are  still  parents 
who,  by  reason  of  negligence  or  apathy,  will  not  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  pro- 
vided for  the  protection  of  their  children  against  this  dreaded  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  ; 1,144  cases 
were  notified  in  contrast  to  753  in  1946.  The  number  of  cases,  however,  was  below 
the  ten  year  average  of  1,295.  Scarlet  fever  is  now  a relatively  mild  disease  and  no 
deaths  were  attributed  to  it  during  the  year. 

Attention  might  be  directed  to  the  changed  policy  in  dealing  with  scarlet  fever. 
For  many  years  it  was  the  custom  to  have  scarlet  fever  patients  removed  to  hospital 
for  isolation  and  treatment,  but,  in  view  of  the  mild  nature  of  the  disease  during  the  past 
five  or  six  years,  it  was  considered  that  many  patients  could  be  isolated  and  treated  at 
home.  The  restriction  on  the  admission  of  scarlet  fever  patients  to  hospital  became  more 
urgent  owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  nursing  staff  at  Purdysburn. 
During  the  year  491  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  whilst  653  were  treated  at 
home.  This  new  arrangement  proved  quite  satisfactory  ; the  home-treated  patients 
made  a good  recovery  from  their  illness,  and  no  spread  of  infection  could  be  traced  to 
them. 

Poliomyelitis 

More  commonly  known  as  infantile  paralysis,  occurred  in  epidemic  form  in  Cxreat 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  latter  half  of  1947.  61  cases  were  notified  in  Belfast. 

Hitherto  the  “reported”  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  city  have  been  few.  There 
is  reason,  however,  for  stating  that  a considerable  number  of  cases  assume  atypical 
forms  and  are  not  diagnosed  as  poliomyelitis.  Many  such  cases  are  subsequently  found 
with  residual  paralysis,  weakness  of  muscles,  deformities,  or  other  effects  of  poliomy- 
elitis infection,  which  had  not  been  recognised  in  the  earlier  acute  stage  of  the  disease. 
Many  patients  do  not  develop  paralysis  and  the  diagnosis  of  such  cases  is  beset  with 
difficulty.  The  number  of  notifications,  therefore,  does  not  give  a true  index  of  the  pre- 
valence of  the  disease. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  notified  in  1947.  It  will 
be  noted  that  only  five  of  the  patients  were  under  two  years  of  age,  so  that  the  prefix 
“infantile”  is  not  strictly  appropriate.  It  is  not  yet  known  what  conditions  cause  an 
epidemic,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  do  more  than  take  general  precautions.  Much  research 
work  is  being  carried  out  with  a view  to  discovering  how  the  infective  agent  is  spread. 

The  disease  does  not  appear  to  be  highly  infectious  ; indeed,  we  very  rarely  estab- 
lish any  contact  relationship  between  patients.  During  the  outbreak  there  was  only 
one  instance  in  which  a second  member  of  the  same  family  was  affected  by  the  disease. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Local  Government 
arranged  consultations  between  the  Ministry’s  Medical  Officers  and  Medical  Officers 
of  Health.  At  these  consultations  decisions  were  taken  regarding  measures  for  the 
general  control  of  the  outbreak  and  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  patients.  A circular 


letter  giving  information  and  advice  on  measures  for  dealing  with  the  epidemic  was 
sent  to  all  medical  practitioners  and  health  authorities  in  Northern  Ireland  by  the 
Ministry.  The  Ministry  also  issued  a statement  giving  advice  on  the  general  measures 
for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  a forecast  as  to  the  possibility  of  a renewal  of  the  epidemic 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1948,  but  some  epidemiologists  hold  the  view  that 
infection  during  an  epidemic  is  widespread  and,  whilst  onlv  a few  (in  Belfast  1 in  7,500 
of  the  population)  developed  the  disease,  a large  number  resist  infection  and  so  become 
immune  to  further  infection  for  several  years  ; relying  on  this  hypothesis  we  should  not 
expect  to  have  an  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  in  1948. 


Typhoid 

During  June  and  July  an  outbreak  involving  40  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in 
the  city-  Most  of  the  patients  lived  in  a large  working-class  district  in  the  South  Division 
of  the  city.  Some  patients  who  lived  in  other  districts  had  employment  or  business 
activities  in  the  affected  district,  but  several  of  the  patients  had  no  direct  connection 
with  this  district.  Various  articles  of  food,  including  ice-cream,  came  under  suspicion 
but,  although  extensive  investigations,  including  the  laboratory  testing  of  specimens 
from  over  eighty  food-handlers,  were  carried  out,  the  source  of  infection  was  not  traced. 

Measles 

The  expected  epidemic  of  measles  materialised  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Com- 
pulsory notification  of  measles  is  restricted  to  the  first  case  occurring  in  the  family. 
6,468  notifications  were  received  and  42  deaths  were  registered.  To  add  to  the  gravity 
of  the  epidemic  a severe  snowstorm  with  a long  spell  of  very  cold  weather  occurred  in 
February  and  March,  and  the  shortage  in  the  supply  of  domestic  coal  did  not  ease  the 
situation.  In  the  circumstances  the  number  of  deaths  might  be  regarded  as  relatively 
low,  the  average  number  of  deaths  over  the  last  ten-year  period  being  45. 


Whooping  Cough 

821  “first”  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  the  year  and  35  deaths 
were  registered.  The  average  number  of  deaths  registered  annually  during  the  ten  years 
1937-1946  was  31. 


Gastro-Enteri  tis 

(Or  “infantile  diarrhoea”)  occurring  in  children  under  two  years  of  age  became  a 
compulsorily  notifiable  disease  in  Belfast  as  from  1st  September,  1947,  and  198  noti- 
fications were  received  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  There  were  112  deaths 
of  children  under  two  years  of  age  registered  and  although  this  is  probably  the  lowest 
number  recorded  for  the  city,  it  is  felt  that  the  disease  is  still  a potent  cause  of  unneces- 
sary infantile  mortality. 

Of  the  various  factors  concerned  in  the  cause  and  spread  of  infantile  diarrhoea, 
the  primary  one  is  artificial  feeding  of  infants.  The  bacteriological  cause  of  the  disease 
is  still  a matter  of  controversy,  but  authorities  are  inclined  to  the  view  that  a virus  is 
responsible.  Whatever  organism  is  responsible,  investigations  into  the  history  of  fatal 
cases  make  it  abundantly  clear  that  bottle-fed  infants  are  frequent  victims,  and  that 
breast-feeding  affords  an  enormous  protection  against  the  disease.  Every  opportunity 
is  taken  to  impress  upon  mothers  the  dangers  of  artificial  feeding,  particularly  the  faulty 
methods  in  preparing  feeds  and  unhygienic  conditions  in  the  home. 

During  the  year  101  babies  suffering  from  gastro-enteritis  were  sent  to  Purdys- 
burn  Fever  Hospital  for  treatment. 


Smallpox 

As  in  the  previous  year,  several  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  on  ships  arriving  in 
Britain  from  the  Middle  and  Far  East.  Some  of  the  passenger  contacts  came  to  Belfast 
and  came  under  the  surveillance  of  our  Medical  Officers  during  the  quarantine  period. 
None  of  the  contacts  developed  the  disease. 


It  is  disquieting-  to  note  that  18  per  cent,  of  the  school  children  who  came  under 
the  medical  inspection  of  our  school  medical  officers  in  1947  showed  no  evidence  of 
vaccination.  Owing  to  the  increased  use  and  increased  speed  of  air  travel,  we  are  now 
but  two,  or  at  most  three  days  distance  from  countries  where  smallpox  is  endemic, 
and  there  is,  therefore,  a very  real  danger  of  the  disease  being  imported  to  this  country. 
The  most  practical  and  effective  weapon  against  the  spread  of  smallpox  infection  is  to 
maintain  the  immunity  of  the  population  by  vaccination  against  the  disease.  It  is  true 
that  strict  quarantine  control  of  persons  landing  in  this  country  from  foreign  countries 
where  smallpox  is  endemic,  might  be  successful  in  preventing  spread  of  infection. There 
is,  however,  the  possibility  that  a person  incubating  the  disease  (and,  therefore,  show 
ing  no  signs  of  infection)  might  escape  detection  and  thus  give  rise  to  an  outbreak,  as 
has  happened  on  several  occasions  in  Great  Britain  in  recent  years. 


Port  Sanitary  Authority 

The  usual  strict  attention  was  paid  to  the  inspection  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  port 
from  foreign  ports  and  all  precautions  were  taken  against  the  possibility  of  infectious 
disease  being  brought  ashore.  An  outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred  at  a common  lodging- 
house  in  a seaport  town  in  England  during  February  ; some  of  the  contacts,  described 
as  Irish  labourers,  escaped  surveillance  and  their  whereabouts  were  unknown.  There 
was  some  anxiety  lest  these  contacts  might  come  to  Belfast  and  give  rise  to  spread  of 
infection  : a careful  watch  was  kept  upon  the  cross-channel  steamers  and  places  likely 
to  be  frequented,  but  the  contacts  were  not  encountered  and  no  harm  came  of  the 
occurrence. 

An  epidemic  of  cholera  occurred  in  Egypt  during  November  and  December  ; 
during  this  period  special  inspections  of  vessels  arriving  from  Mediterranean  ports 
were  carried  out. 


Legislation 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Act  (Northern  Ireland)  1946  came  into  opera- 
tion during  the  year  and  the  Northern  Ireland  Tuberculosis  Authority  took  over  the 
responsibilities  under  the  Act  on  1st  September,  1947.  At  this  date,  institutional  accom- 
modation was  provided  for  the  treatment  of  592  patients  from  the  Belfast  County 
Borough  Area,  but,  in  spite  of  the  increased  hospital  accommodation,  the  names  of  over 
400  patients  were  on  the  “waiting-list.” 

The  Public  Health  and  Local  Government  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act 
(Northern  Ireland)  1946  was  passed  by  Parliament  during  the  year  ; the  functions  and 
duties  imposed  upon  the  newly-constituted  Health  Committees  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  will  be  gradually  transferred  by  Statutory  Orders  on  “appointed”  days  during 
1947  and  1948.  The  Act  provides  for  the  administration  of  public  health  on  a County 
or  a County  Borough  basis  and  authorises  the  appointment  of  full-time  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  County  Areas.  The  Act  also  abolishes  the  poor-law  system  of  local 
government  and  transfers  certain  of  the  functions  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  to  the 
new  Health  and  Welfare  Committees  acting  for  the  County  and  County  Borough 
Councils.  The  Act  thus  brings  our  public  health  administration  more  closely  into  con- 
formity with  that  obtaining  in  Great  Britain  and,  when  integrated  with  the  contem- 
plated legislation  for  providing  comprehensive  health  services  for  Northern  Ireland  on 
the  lines  of  the  British  National  Health  Service  Act,  will  affect  to  a considerable  degree 
the  public  health  functions  of  Health  Authorities  in  Northern  Ireland. 


Health  Propaganda 

The  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities 
of  the  British  Isles  were  held  in  Belfast  on  13th,  14th,  and  15th  May.  Over  a hundred 
delegates  representing  Port  Health  Authorities  and  Government  Departments  attended 
the  meetings.  The  facilities  provided  for  shipping  at  the  harbour  and  Port  and  the  acti- 
vities of  your  Port  Sanitary  Authority  were  favourably  commented  upon.  Your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  contributed  papers  at  the 
meetings. 

A sessional  meeting  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  was  held  in  the  City  Hall  on 
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6th  November,  at  which  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  delegates,  mostly  from  provincial 
areas  in  Northern  Ireland,  attended.  Papers  were  read,  followed  by  discussions  on  “the 
control  of  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream.’’  Various  aspects  of  the  subject  were 
dealt  with  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  City 
Bacteriologist,  and  Executive  Sanitary  Officer.  At  the  afternoon  session  your  City 
Surveyor  read  a paper  on  sewage  disposal  and  your  Estates  Superintendent  contri- 
buted a paper  on  Housing. 

Two  lectures  on  diphtheria  were  delivered  by  Dr.  H.  J.  Parish  of  the  Wellcome 
Research  Foundation  in  the  Municipal  Museum  and  Art  Gallery.  The  lectures  were 
well  attended  by  doctors,  nurses,  school  teachers,  and  the  public. 

A special  film  on  poliomyelitis  was  shown  to  doctors,  nurses,  and  medical  students 
in  August.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presided  at  various  meetings  and  delivered 
addresses  on  various  subjects  of  public  health  interest  during  the  year. 

Health  talks  were  given  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  films  on  various  health 
subjects  were  shown  at  the  centres.  A circular  letter  was  sent  to  mothers  shortly  after 
the  birth  of  their  babies  advocating  the  giving  of  welfare  foods — cod-liver  oil,  orange 
juice,  etc.,  also  reminding  the  mothers  to  have  their  babies  immunised  against  diph- 
theria when  nine  months  old.  In  spite  of  propaganda  and  the  special  facilities  given  for 
obtaining  supplies  of  cod-liver  oil  and  orange  juice,  it  is  disappointing  to  learn  from  the 
Ministry  of  Food  that  less  than  40  per  cent,  of  supplies  available  were  taken  up. 


Housing 

During  1947  housing  continued  to  be  one  of  the  chief  matters  claiming  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council.  The  task  of  alleviating  the  acute  shortage  of  housing  accom- 
modation was  still  beset  with  many  difficulties,  particularly  the  very  limited  supplies  of 
such  essential  building  materials  as  cement,  sanitary  fittings,  etc. 

To  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  housing  situation  there  was  the  problem  of  dealing 
with  insanitary  conditions  and  structural  defects  in  existing  houses.  Many  houses  in 
certain  districts  are  rapidly  falling  into  disrepair  owing  to  difficulties  of  obtaining  labour 
and  materials,  and  in  many  cases  the  cost  of  putting  the  houses  into  a reasonable  state  of 
fitness  for  habitation  would  not  be  an  economic  proposition.  In  certain  districts  there  are 
large  numbers  of  houses  which,  were  it  not  for  the  acute  shortage,  would  be  demolished 
as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Sanitary  Officer  shows  that  a very  large  amount  of 
repair  work  was  effected  during  the  year. 


Food  Inspection 

Owing  to  food  rationing,  transport  difficulties,  and  for  various  reasons,  greater 
use  is  being  made  of  catering  establishments.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Health  Authority  to 
ensure  that  the  food  supplied  in  these  establishments  is  pure,  wholesome,  and  fit  for 
human  consumption  ; that  the  premises  in  which  the  food  is  prepared,  stored,  or 
handled  are  clean  and  in  a proper  state  of  repair  ; that  the  cooking  utensils,  crockery 
ware  and  all  equipment  are  satisfactory  ; that,  all  the  “food  handlers’’  are  cleanly  in 
their  persons  and  clothing  and  that  they  are  healthy  and  have  a knowledge  of  the  require- 
ments for  the  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

Generally  speaking,  proprietors  of  catering  establishments  recognise  their  respon- 
sibilities to  the  public  in  the  prosecution  of  their  trade,  and  it  is  uncommon  to  receive 
an  adverse  report  from  the  Food  Inspectors.  Milk  bars  are  usually  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  but  some  of  the  smaller  restaurants  and  ice-cream  premises  require  frequent 
attention.  A reference  to  the  report  of  the  Executive  Sanitary  Officer  will  show  that  a 
large  amount  of  Food  Inspection  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  has  been  a distinct  improvement  in 
the  cleanliness  of  ice-cream  as  determined  by  bacteriological  examination,  and  there  is 
good  reason  for  stating  that  greater  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice-cream. 

In  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  this  report  information  is  given  of  the 
expanding  work,  both  in  home  visiting  and  clinic  work.  The  substantial  increase 
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in  the  attendance  at  the  various  child  welfare  centres  shows  that  the  mothers  are  becom- 
ing more  appreciative  of  the  services  provided  under  our  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

The  annual  report  of  the  School  Health  Services  is  incorporated  in  the  report  of 
the  Director  of  Education. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
and  other  Committees  for  their  interest  in,  and  sympathetic  support  of  the  various 
schemes  submitted  to  them.  I would  also  like  to  thank  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their 
continued  help  and  devotion  to  duty. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  BARRON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Port  Medical  Officer. 
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Including  the  death  of  one  person  (male)  for  whom  no  age  was  stated. 
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The  principal  causes  of  deaths  (in  order  of  importance)  were  as  follows  : — 


1.  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,482 

2.  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  662 

3.  Pneumonia  and  Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  326 

4.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

5.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

6.  Senile  Decay  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

7.  Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

8.  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

9.  Premature  Births  (still  births  excluded)  ...  ...  ...  107 

10.  Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 


TABLE  II 


Trend  of  mortality  from  the  four  principal  causes  of  death  in  Belfast  from  1938  : — 


Year 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 


Heart 

Disease 

1,314 

1,344 

1,387 

1,277 

995 

1,116 

1,098 

1,130 

1,302 

1,482 


Cancer 

568 

572 

576 

570 

633 

613 

620 

664 

682 

662 


Pulmonary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

348 

365 

412 

426 

369 

367 

354 

326 

343 

281 


Respiratory 

Tract 

691 

580 

840 

685 

546 

655 

523 

517 

638 

591 


TABLE  III 


Showing  the  number  of  deaths  at  various  age  periods,  the  percentage  of  the  total 
number  registered,  and  the  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


No.  of 
Deaths 

Percentage 
of  Total 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Under  1 year 

- 

632 

11.9 

1.4 

1 year  and  under  5 years 

0 | 

151 

2.8 

0.3 

5 years  and  under  25  years  - 

- 

214 

4.0 

0.4 

25  years  and  under  45  years  - 

- 

415 

7.8 

0.9 

45  years  and  under  65  years  - 

- i 

1,317 

24.9 

2.9 

65  years  and  upwards 

2,559 
Total  5,288 

48.3 

5.6 

TABLE  IV 

Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  registered  as  having  been  caused  by  Phthisis  and 
Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  during  the  twenty  years,  1928-1947. 


Year 

Population 

Phthisis 

Rate 

per  1,000 

Diseases 
of  the 
Respiratory 
System 

Total 

Chest 

Affections 

Pneumonia 

Others 

Total 

1928 

415,151 

499 

1.2 

521 

542 

1,063 

1,562 

1929 

415,151 

485 

1.2 

680 

761 

1,441 

1,926 

1930 

415,151 

436 

1.0 

357 

482 

839 

1,275 

1931 

415,151 

452 

1.1 

518 

479 

997 

1,449 

1932 

415,151 

448 

1.1 

539 

461 

1,000 

1,448 

1933 

415,151 

429 

1.0 

583 

605 

1,188 

1,617 

1934 

415,151 

398 

0.96 

434 

421 

855 

1,253 

1935 

415,151 

389 

0.93 

597 

445 

1,042 

1,431 

1936 

436,000 

406 

0.93 

450 

373 

823 

1,229 

1937 

438,112 

414 

0.95 

503 

405 

908 

1,322 

1938 

443,500 

348 

0.78 

465 

294 

759 

1,107 

1939 

443,500 

365 

0.82 

316 

357 

673 

1,038 

1940 

444,500 

412 

0.93 

404 

539 

943 

1,355 

1941 

444,500 

426 

0.96 

330 

446 

776 

1,202 

1942 

444,500 

369 

0.83 

325 

298 

623 

992 

1943 

425,000 

367 

0.86 

451 

291 

742 

1,109 

1944 

430,800 

354 

0.82 

315 

286 

601 

955 

1945 

435,900 

326 

0.75 

274 

339 

613 

939 

1946 

444,687 

343 

0.77 

338 

405 

743 

1,086 

1947 

450,000 

281 

0.62 

326 

355 

681 

962 

17 
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TABLE  V 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases  during  the  ten  years  1938-1947. 
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TABLE  VII 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  other  Tumours  for  the  year  1947,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  five  years. 
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MEASLES  - 6,468  Cases  notified 

WHOOPING  COUGH  821  „ 
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Infectious  Diseases 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

1,144  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  on  investigation  28  were  found 
not  suffering  from  the  disease,  which  made  the  total  number  that  occurred  during  the 
year  1,116,  an  attack  rate  of  2.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  which  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  was  730,  and  the 
average  number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  1,295. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  There  were 'two  deaths  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  average  number  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  4. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

115  cases  were  notified,  but  on  investigation  25  were  found  not  suffering  from  the 
disease,  which  made  the  total  number  that  occurred  during  the  year  90  ; an  attack  rate 
of  0.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  that  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  was  190,  and  the 
average  number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  544. 

3 deaths  occurred,  equivalent  to  a case-mortality  rate  of  3.3  per  cent.,  or  a death- 
rate  of  0.006  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  preceding  year 
was  2,  and  the  average  number  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  24. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

43  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  on  investigation  3 were  found  not 
suffering  from  the  disease,  which  made  the  total  number  that  occurred  during  the  year 
40  ; an  attack-rate  of  0.08  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  which  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  was  10,  and  the 
average  number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  18. 

7 deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  No  deaths  occurred  in  the  preceding  year  ; the 
average  number  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  1. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

77  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  that  occurred  in  the 
preceding  year  was  95,  and  the  average  number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years 
1937-1946  was  95. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

24  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  6 of  which  were  found  not  suffering  from  the 
disease,  making  the  total  number  of  cases  that  occurred  during  the  year  18  ; an  attack- 
rate  of  0.04  per  1,000  of  the  population.  No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. The  aver- 
age number  occurring  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  8. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

61  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  an  attack-rate  of  0.14  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  number  of  cases  which  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  was  8,  and  the 
average  number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  6. 


4 deaths  occurred,  equivalent  to  a case  mortality  rate  of  6.6  per  cent.  The  number 
of  deaths  in  the  preceding  year  was  3,  and  the  average  number  annually  during  the 
seven  years  1940-1946  was  2. 


MEASLES. 

6,468  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  an  attack-rate  of  14.3  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  that  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  was  1,491. 

42  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  5 occurred  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the 
average  number  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  45. 


WHOOPING-COUGH 

821  cases  of  whooping-cough  were  notified  during  the  year,  an  attack-rate  of  1.8 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  preceding  year  was  1,137. 

35  deaths  were  caused  by  whooping-cough,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0.07  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  In  the  preceding  year  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
was  31,:  and  the  average  number  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  31. 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 


123  deaths  were  caused  by  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  during  the  year,  equivalent  to  a 
death-rate  of  0.2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Of  this  number  112  were  children  under 
two  years  of  age,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1.9  per  1,000  of  this  age  group. 

127  deaths  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  and  the  average  number  annually 
during  the  ten  years  1937-1946  was  209. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  pre- 
ceding year  was  1,  and  the  average  number  notified  annually  during  the  ten  years  1937- 
1946  was  6. 


EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

239  deaths  were  caused  by  epidemic  diseases  during  the  year,  equivalent  to  4.5 
per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  or  a death-rate  of  0.5  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  During  the  preceding  year  the  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases  num- 
bered 226,  equivalent  to  4.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  or  a death-rate  of  0.6. 

7,  or  2.9  per  cent.,  of  the  total  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases  were  caused  by 
typhoid  fever;  3,  or  1.2  per  cent.,  by  diphtheria;  1,  or  0.4  per  cent.,  by  puerperal 
fever  ; 42,  or  17.5  per  cent.,  by  measles  ; 27,  or  11.2  per  cent.,  by  influenza  ; 123,  or 
51.4  per  cent.,  by  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  ; 1,  or  0.4  per  cent.,  by  dysentery  ; and  35, 
or  14.6  per  centl , . by : whooping-cough . 

f 

CORRECTED  DIAGNOSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  1947 

1 case  of  Para  B.  enteric  fever  ; 2 cases  of  typhoid  B.T.  ; 28  cases  of  scarlet  fever  ; 
25  cases  of  diphtheria  ; 6 cases  of  C.S.F.  ; and  1 case  of  poliomyelitis  were  found  not 
suffering  from  the  disease  notified.  Of  these,  7 cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  1 case  of  diph- 
theria were  found  to  be  suffering  from  measles. 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Belfast,  during  the  year  ended  31st  March 

1948,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided. 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Return  relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Belfast,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

March,  1948. 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Mater  Infirmorum  Hospital,  Belfast,  during  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Return  relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Mater  Infirmorum  Hospital,  Belfast,  during  the  year  ended 

31st  March,  1948. 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  1 reatment  Centre  at  Ulster  Hospital 
for  Children  and  Women,  Belfast,  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1948,  classified 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Return  relating  to  all  persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Ulster  Hospital  for  Children  and  Women,  Belfast 

during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1948. 
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Total  under  5 years 
at  end  of  1947 

15,994 

Equal  to  45%  of 
this  age-group 

Total  over  5 and 
under  10  years  at 
end  of  1947 

28,692 

Equal  to  72%  of 
this  age-group 

Total  over  10  and 
under  15  years  at 
end  of  1947 

25,240 

Equal  to  63%  of 
this  age-group 
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Age  at  Date  of 
Inoculation 

Under  1 year  - 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5 years 

6 years 

7 years 

8 years 

9 years 

10  years  - 

1 1 years  - 

12  years  - 

13  years  - 

14  years  - 

Over  15  years  - 

Treatment  of  Scabies 

During  the  year  1,721  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  Scabies  Clinic  at  the 
Disinfecting  Station,  Laganbank  Road. 
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Port  Sanitary  Authority,  Belfast 

Report  for  the  Year  1947 

The  Corporation  of  Belfast,  as  the  Sanitary  Authority,  was  permanently  consti- 
tuted the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  Port  of  Belfast  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Act,  1900. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  extends  to  all  that  part  of  the  said 
Port  of  Belfast  which  lies  on  the  landward  side  of  a straight  line  drawn  from  Blackhead, 
in  the  Larne  Rural  District,  to  Orlock  Point,  in  the  Newtownards  Rural  District,  to- 
gether with  the  waters  of  the  said  Port  of  Belfast  within  such  limits  ; and  all  docks, 
basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels,  bays,  and  streams  within  the  aforesaid  limits  ; 
and  the  place  or  places  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  as  the  Customs 
Boarding  Station  or  Stations  for  such  part  of  the  said  Port  ; and  the  place  or  places 

for  the  time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring  or  anchoring  of  ships  for  such  part  of  the 

said  Port,  under  the  Authority  of  the  .Statutes  in  that  behalf  ; and  for  the  purposes  of 
any  regulations,  as  aforesaid,  shall  also  extend  to  any  ship  which,  in  pursuance  thereof 
or  any  direction  given  thereunder,  may  be  moored  or  anchored  at  the  place  appointed 
thereunder  as  aforesaid,  or  which  may  be  on  its  way  thither. 

The  expenses  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  are  contributed  by  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  following  proportions  : — 

The  Corporation  of  Belfast  - - - 92  per  cent. 

The  Carrickfergus  Urban  District  Council  1 per  cent. 

The  Holywood  Urban  District  Council  - 1 per  cent. 

The  Bangor  Borough  Council  - - 1 per  cent. 

The  Belfast  No.  1 Rural  District  Council  - per  cent. 

The  Belfast  No.  2 Rural  District  Council  - 1^  per  cent. 

The  Larne  Rural  District  Council  - - 1 per  cent. 

The  Newtownards  Rural  District  Council  - 1 per  cent. 


I.— Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  During  the  Year. 

TABLE  A 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

Number 
recorded 
to  be 
Defective 

Number  of 
Vessels 
on  which 
Defects 
have  been 
Remedied 

Number  of 
Vessels 
reported  as 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage 
Infectious 
Disease  on 
Board 

By 

Medical 

Officer 

By 

Sanitary 

Officer 

Foreign 
Steamers  ... 
Motors  . . . 
Sailing 
Fishing 

225 

57 

439.222 

117,358 

225 

57 

98 

19 

95 

16 

3 

Total  Foreign 

282 

556,580 

282 

117 

111  ! 3 

1 

Coastwise 
Steamers  ... 
Motors 
Sailing 
Fishing  . . . 

6,937 

3,216,251 

2,018 

422 

... 

410 

18 

Non-trading 
Steamers  ... 
Sailing 

374 

277,117 

Total  Coastwise 

7,311 

3,493,368 

2,018 

422 

410 

18 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

7,593 

4,049,948 

2,300 

539 

521 

21 
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II — c HAKACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 


TABLE  B 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  (other  than  coastwise)  during  the  Year. 


Number  of  Passengers 

Aliens 

British 

Total 

Refused  leave  to  land 

Inwards  by  ship 

36 

270 

306 

Inwards  by  aircraft  ... 

134 

10 

144 

170 

280 

450 

Outwards  by  ship  ... 

36 

817 

903 

Outwards  by  aircraft 

41 

16 

57 

127 

833 

960 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic  : 

Principal  Imports  : — Wheat,  barley,  oats,  timber,  flax,  ores,  paper,  pulp, 
iron,  steel,  slates,  coal,  cement,  fertilisers,  oil,  flour,  bran,  cattle  fodder, 
tobacco,  glass,  salt,  fruit,  vegetables,  wines,  ales. 

Principal  Exports  : — Machinery,  ropes,  linen  yarns,  tobacco,  cigarettes, 
potatoes,  grass  seed,  butter,  eggs,  pork,  poultry,  apples,  live  cattle,  whiskey, 
aerated  waters. 

(c)  Foreign  ports  from  which  vessels  arrived  : — Abadan,  8 ; Alexandria,  1 ; 
Amsterdam,  2 ; Antwerp,  20  ; Bahia  Blanca,  4 ; Baltimore,  5 ; Bombay,  1 ; 
Boston,  2 ; Bremen,  5 ; Buenos  Aires,  10  ; Caen,  3 ; Carpita,  1 ; Casa- 
blanca, 1 ; Copenhagen,  1 ; Curacao,  1 ; Dublin,  22  ; Gandia,  1 ; Gdynia,  1 ; 
Ghent,  29  ; Gothenborg,  29  ; Guernsey,  15  ; Haifa,  4 ; Hamina,  3 ; Ham- 
burg, 2 ; Hango,  1 ; Hernosand,  2 ; Huelva,  2 ; Hlaytone,  1 ; Holmsund,  1 ; 
Hong  Kong,  1 ; Jaffa,  1 ; Jersey,  9 ; Kasho,  1 ; Koni,  1 ; Kotka,  2 ; La 
Plata,  1 ; Limasol,  2 ; Limerick,  1 ; Mobile,  1 ; Montreal,  11  ; Nantes,  1 ; 
Narvik,  2 ; Nelson,  1 ; Newport  News,  1 ; New  York,  7 ; New  West- 
minster, 1 ; Norfolk,  4 ; Nord  Kopping,  1 ; Nyhama,  2 ; Oslo,  6 ; Ostend,  2 ; 
Oxcelsund,  1 ; Palermo,  1 ; Philadelphia,  3 ; Port  Albernie,  1 ; Portland, 
Oregon,  1 ; Quebec,  2 ; Rafsoe,  1 ; Rosario,  2 ; Rotterdam,  17  ; Rouen,  2 ; 
Santefjord,  1 ; Santa  Pola,  1 ; Seattle,  1 ; Siglufjord,  1 ; Skein,  1 ; Sorrel, 
2 ; Stockholm,  2 ; St.  John,  7 ; Sundsvall,  1 ; Syracuse,  1 ; Texas,  2 ; Three 
Rivers,  1 ; Trinidad,  3 ; Valencia,  3 ; Vancouver,  6 ; West  Bay,  1. 

The  nationality  of  the  vessels  which  arrived  at  the  port  and  were  inspected  was 
as  follows  : — 

American,  24  ; British,  2,200  ; Danish,  2 ; Dutch,  35  ; Finnish,  1 ; French, 
11  ; Greek,  2 ; Honduras,  1 ; Italian,  1 ; Norwegian,  13  ; Panamanian,  1 ; 
Polish,  1 ; Spanish,  1 ; Swedish,  5. 
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Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 

Annual  return  by  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  December,  1947. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Inspector  (Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health)  under  the 
Aliens  Order  was  requested  to  medically  examine  5 aliens,  all  of  whom  were  found  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  state  of  health  and  were  not  certified  “undesirable  for  medical 
reasons.” 
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Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  aliens  : 92  Ships  ; 17  Aircraft. 
Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  Medical  Inspector  : 1. 
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Ill — Water  Supply. 


(a)  and  (b) — For  Port  and  Shipping. 

I he  water  supply  for  the  port  and  shipping  is  taken  from  the  mains  which  supply 
the  city  and  the  various  districts  surrounding  Belfast.  The  supply  is  controlled  by  the 
Belfast  City  and  District  Water  Commissioners,  who  have  hydrants  on  all  quays  and 
wharves.  1 he  water  is  subjected  to  regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

(c) — Water  Boats. 

1 here  are  no  water  boats  at  the  port. 

IV — Port  Sanitary  Regulations  (Northern  Ireland)  1948. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  Dealing  with  Declaration  of  Health  Forms 

Declaration  of  Flealth  Forms,  as  recommended  by  the  Association  of  Sea  and 
Air  Port  Health  Authorities  of  the  British  Isles,  are  in  use  at  the  Port.  Special  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  Port  of  Belfast  are  given  on  the  fourth  page,  and  a supply  of  these 
forms  is  distributed  to  H.M.  Customs  Officers  and  the  Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners 
for  the  Pilotage  Service. 

A Declaration  of  Health  Form,  signed  by  the  Master  and  counter-signed  by  the 
Ship’s  Surgeon  (where  one  is  carried)  is  received  from  each  vessel  arriving  in  the  Port 
from  a foreign  Port.  The  Declaration  of  Health  Form  is  received  by  the  Customs 
Officer  or  the  Port  Sanitary  Officer  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  and  the  answers  to  the 
questions  contained  in  the  Declaration  are  scrutinised,  and  supplementary  questions 
are  asked. 

In  cases  where  the  Customs  Officer  first  boards  the  vessel  and  the  Declaration  of 
Health  is  satisfactory,  pratique  is  granted. 

If  the  Declaration  of  Health  is  not  satisfactory  the  circumstances  are  immediately 
reported  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  who  makes  investigations  before  passengers  are 
allowed  to  land. 

During  the  year  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  were  required  to  display  the  appro- 
priate quarantine  signals  as  laid  down  in  these  regulations. 

(2)  Boarding  of  Vessels  on  Arrival  : — 

All  vessels  arriving  from  a foreign  port  are  boarded  on  arrival  by  an  officer  of 
H.M.  Customs  and  an  officer  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  Inward  Vessels  Requiring  Special  Atten- 
tion (Wireless  Messages,  Land  Signal  Stations,  Information  from  Pilots, 
Custom  Officers,  Etc.)  : — 

Arrangements  for  the  transmission  of  wireless  messages  from  inward  bound 
vessels  requiring  special  attention  under  the  regulations,  have  been  made  with  the 
Shipping  Companies  and  Agents  in  Belfast.  Under  these  arrangements  the  Shipping 
Companies  receive  the  wireless  message  required  under  Article  7 and  forward  the  in- 
formation to  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  Alternatively,  or  in  addition,  wireless  messages 
are  received  direct  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  the  telegraphic  address  “Portelth, 
Belfast”  having  been  registered  for  this  purpose. 

No  land  signalling  system  is  in  operation.  Close  co-operation  exists  between  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  and  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  and  notification  of  the 
arrival  of  vessels  requiring  special  attention  is  received  from  the  latter. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  Designated  underArticle  10  : — 

(a)  Within  the  docks  : — With  the  concurrence  of  H.M.  Customs  and  the  Belfast 
Harbour  Commissioners,  the  ordinary  places  of  mooring,  discharge,  or  loading  in  rela- 
tion to  inward  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports  have  been  designated  ‘‘mooring 
stations”  within  the  docks. 

(b)  Outside  the  docks  : — The  outside  Mooring  Station  is  situate  at  Carrick  Roads, 
about  three  and  a half  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  docks. 

Infected  or  suspected  ships,  or  other  ships  which  may  be  unhealthy,  are  required 
to  proceed  to  established  mooring  stations. 
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(5)  Particulars  of  any  Standing  Exemptions  from  the  Provisions  of  Article 

14  :~9P 

Standing  exemptions  from  detention  under  Article  14  are  granted  : 

(a)  In  the  case  of  vessels  arriving  from  a port  or  seaboard  included  in  the  list 
referred  to  in  Article  11,  unless  such  port  or  seaboard  has  been  specially  referred  to  in 
the  current  list  or  special  instructions  have  been  issued  in  regard  to  same. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  vessels  having  on  board  one  of  the  common  infectious  diseases, 
such  as  scarlet  fever,  measles,  tuberculosis,  mumps,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  influ- 
enza, or  malaria. 

Chicken  pox  or  typhoid  fever  are  not  included  in  this  list  ; the  Port  Medical 
Officer  will  see  cases  of  these  diseases  in  case  the  former  might  be  smallpox  and  the 
latter  typhus. 

During  the  year  35  contacts  of  smallpox  and  1 contact  of  cholera  were  kept  under 
surveillance  at  the  request  of  other  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities,  who  notified 
their  expected  arrival  in  Belfast. 

(6)  Experience  of  Working  of  Article  16  : Restriction  on  Boarding  or  Leaving 
Vessels  : — 

In  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  thi^  Article  during  the  year  no  difficulty  arose,  and 
it  was  not  necessary  to  require  passenger^  to  furnish  names  and  destinations,  etc.,  as 
there  was  no  case  of  infectious  disease  on  board  any  vessel  arriving  at  the  port  which 
required  this  procedure. 

(7)  Arrangements  made  for  : — 

(a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination: — 

Accommodation,  comprising  Customs  Examination  Hall,  waiting  room  and  rooms 
set  apart  for  the  medical  examination  of  passengers,  is  provided  at  the  Transatlantic 
shed,  Queen’s  Quay.  These  premises  are  at  present  used  for  other  purposes,  but  will 
be  available  on  the  resumption  of  direct  sailings  to  and  from  foreign  ports. 

Passengers  who  arrive  by  direct  cargo  steamers  from  foreign  ports  are  examined,  if 
necessary,  on  board  the  particular  vessel. 

( b ) Arrangements  for  cleansing  and  dismfection: — 

After  the  removal  of  a case  or  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  of  the  vessel 
is  carried  out  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Officer.  Clothing  and  other  effects  are  removed  to 
the  Municipal  Disinfecting  Station,  Laganbank  Road,  where  they  are  subjected  to 
steam  pressure  disinfection.  The  cleansing  of  persons  is  also  carried  out  at  this  Station, 
where  every  facility  has  been  provided  for  this  purpose. 

(c)  Temporary  accommodation: — 

There  is  no  temporary  accommodation  for  persons  for  whom  such  accommodation 
is  required  for  the  purposes  of  these  Regulations. 

( d ) Hospital  accommodation  available  for  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever , smallpox, 
and  other  infectious  disease: — 

The  Corporation  Isolation  Hospital  at  Purdysburn  is  available  for  the  reception  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease.  Separate  premises  situated  in  the  hospital  grounds,  but  self- 
contained  and  isolated  from  the  other  hospital  buildings,  are  available  for  the  reception 
of  cases  of  smallpox. 

(e)  Ambulance  Transport: — 

The  Port  shares  the  facilities  provided  for  ambulance  transport  in  the  city  as  a 
whole.  For  infectious  cases,  the  ambulances  attached  to  the  fever  hospitals  are  available, 
whilst  for  non-infectious  cases  the  ambulances  attached  to  the  fire  services  are  avail- 
able. 

(/)  The  Supervision  of  Contacts: — 

Where  contacts  of  infectious  disease  are  members  of  the  crew,  these  are  kept  under 
supervision  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 

In  the  case  of  passengers  or  members  of  the  crew  landing,  their  destinations  are 
ascertained  : should  they  proceed  to  a place  outside  Belfast,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
district  is  notified. 


(8)  Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  Examinations  of  Rats 
for  Plague  : — 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  of  rats  for  plague  are  carried  out  by 
the  City  Bacteriologist  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory,  Queen’s  University. 

(9)  Arrangements  for  Other  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations. 

All  other  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  City 
Bacteriologist  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory ,Oueen’s  University. 

(10)  Arrangements  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease 
among  Sailors  under  International  Arrangements  : — 

Upon  arrival  of  vessels  in  the  Port,  information  is  given  to  the  Masters  as  to  the 
arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  amongst  sailors. 

Pamphlets  are  left  on  board  which  give  the  situation  and  times  of  the  V.D.  Clinics. 
The  Pamphlets  give  warning  of  the  dangers  of  the  disease.  Every  encouragement  is 
given  for  attendance  at  any  of  the  following  clinics  : — 

The  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  ; the  Mater  Infirmorum  Hospital  ; and  the  Belfast 
City  Hospital. 

At  each  of  the  clinics  beds  are  available  for  intern  treatment.  No  charge  is  made 
for  intern  or  extern  treatment  of  patients.  Where  continuation  of  treatment  at  other 
ports  is  necessary,  the  sailor’s  “grey”  book  is  filled  in  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge 
of  the  V.D.  clinic,  giving  full  particulars  of  the  treatment  he  has  received. 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  Interment  of  the  Dead  : — 

All  arrangements  for  the  interment  of  the  dead  are  attended  to  by  the  shipping 
companies  or  their  agents. 

(12)  Other  Matters,  if  any,  Requiring  or  Receiving  Attention  : — 

The  matter  of  vermin  on  board  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  has  been  receiving 
attention. 

During  the  year  a number  of  vessels  were  found  to  be  heavily  infested  with  vermin 
(beetles).  Notices  were  served  on  the  Masters  to  take  such  steps  so  as  to  abate  this 
nuisance.  These  vessels  were  subsequently  serviced  and  in  some  cases  were  fumigated 
with  HCN  Gas  by  a local  contractor  with  satisfactory  results. 

Where  signs  of  vermin  infestation  are  found  on  ships  requiring  fumigation  for  the 
purpose  of  the  issue  of  deratization  certificates,  vermin  concentrations  of  HCN  Gas 
(up  to  8 ozs.  per  thousand  cubic  feet,  with  a minimum  exposure  of  six  hours)  have 
been  used  with  good  results. 

During  the  year  three  Colorado  beetles  were  found  on  a vessel  carrying  fruit  from 
a Continental  port.  These  were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Entomology 
Section,  Elmwood  Avenue,  for  verification  and  necessary  action. 


TABLE  C 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  vessels. 


Disease 

Number  of  Ca 

ses  during  1947 

Number  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Average  Number 
of  Cases 
for  previous 
five  years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Influenza 

2 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis 

18 

18. 

4 

Mumps 

1 

1 

TABLE  D 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during  the  voyage,  but  disposed  of 

prior  to  arrival. 


Number  of  Cases  during  1947 

Average  Number 

Disease 

Number  of 

of  Cases 

Vessels 

for  previous 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

five  years 

Smallpox 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  - 

... 

2 

2 

1 

No  cases  of  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  or  typhus  fever  occurred,  and  no 
plague-infested  rats  were  discovered  during  the  year. 

THE  PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

During  the  year  no  notices  were  issued  under  the  above  regulations,  but  7 birds 
of  the  parrot  species,  i.e.  budgerigars,  were  admitted  on  permit  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  show  purposes.  These  birds  were  subsequently  exported  a few  days 
later. 

V — Measures  Against  Rodents. 

(1)  Steps  taken  for  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague: — 

(a)  In  Ships  in  Port  : — 

All  vessels  arriving  from  ports  where  plague  is  endemic  are  boarded  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Officer  as  soon  as  possible  after  berthing.  Enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  pre- 
valence of  rats  on  board,  and  as  to  whether  any  sick  or  dead  rats  were  found  during  the 
voyage.  The  vessels  are  then  inspected  to  ascertain  the  probable  rat  infestation,  and 
are  periodically  inspected  during  the  time  they  remain  in  port  in  order  to  ascertain  if 
any  dead  rats  have  been  found  in  the  cargo. 

Traps  are  set  with  a view  to  obtaining  rats  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the 
City  Bacteriologist  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory. 

(b)  On  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port.  : — 

Instructions  are  given  to  the  owners,  occupiers,  and  employees  on  the  quays, 

etc.,  that  rats  caught  or  killed  should  be  preserved  in  air-tight  tins  for  the  Port  Sanitary 
Officer,  who  arranges  for  them  to  be  sent  to  the  Municipal  Laboratory  for  bacterio- 
logical examination. 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  Prevent  the  Passage  of  Rats  between  Ship  and  the  Shore: — 

All  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports  are  required  to  affix  rat  guards  to  all  moor- 
ings, and  maintain  them  so  fixed  during  their  stay  in  the  port. 

If  the  rat  population  is  estimated  to  be  abnormal,  all  gangways  and  communica- 
tions are  raised  at  night. 

(3)  Method  of  D eratization  of  Ships,  etc: — 

(a)  Ships  : — Deratization  of  ships  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  with  hydrogen 
cyanide.  The  fumigations  are  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Officer,  the  minimum  concentration  being  two  ounces  per  thousand  cubic  feet,  with  a 
minimum  of  two  hours  exposure,  but  longer  is  more  desirable. 

(b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Docks,  Quays,  etc.  : — The  various  shipping 
companies,  warehousemen,  and  occupiers  of  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  carry 
out,  at  the  request  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  such  works  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
extermination  of  rats.  Notices  are  issued,  if  necessary,  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Des- 
truction Act  and  are  served  on  the  occupiers  of  the  premises.  Cats  are  kept  in  most  of 
the  stores  and  warehouses.  Trapping  and  poisoned  baits  are  also  employed. 

During  the  year  the  Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners  entered  into  a contract  with 
a local  firm  who  engaged  in  rat  and  pest  disinfestations.  This  firm  has  been  putting 
down  poisoned  baits  in  the  sheds  and  on  the  lands  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commis- 
sioners with  effective  results,  and  a marked  reduction  in  the  rat  population. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rats  in  Ships  and  on  Shore: — - 

(a)  On  Ships  : — Vessels  arriving  in  port  are  inspected  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Officer,  who  ascertains  as  to  whether  they  are  infested  with  rats,  and  if  so,  to  what 
extent. 
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(b)  On  Shore  : — Stores  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  are  inspected  regularly  by  the 
Port  Sanitary  Officer  for  the  detection  of  rats.  During  the  year  very  little  damage  was 
caused  in  the  stores  at  the  port  through  rat  infestation. 

(5)  Rat-Proofing: — 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  ratproof  ? 

The  docks  and  wharves  on  the  County  Antrim  side  of  the  port  are  all  constructed 
to  be  as  near  ratproof  as  possible  : the  floors  of  the  sheds  and  warehouses,  and  of  the 
roadways  leading  thereto,  are  constructed  of  concrete,  or  granite  setts  laid  on  concrete. 

On  the  County  Down  side  the  wharves  are  mostly  erected  on  piles,  and  these 
afford  a certain  amount  of  harbourage.  These  wharves  are  used  principally  for  the  dis- 
charge of  coal,  ores,  steel,  etc.,  and  are  not  so  enticing  to  rats  as  wharves  where  grain 
or  foodstuffs  are  landed  or  stored. 

(b)  Action  to  extend  Ratproofing  : — - 

(1)  In  Ships — Efforts  are  directed  towards  sealing  vulnerable  places,  such  as  pro- 
vision stores  and  pantries  where  food  is  kept.  This  is  generally  done  by  encasing  with 
sheet  metal  and  closing  the  means  of  access  of  rats  between  one  apartment  and 
another,  so  as  to  make  them  as  ratproof  as  possible. 

(2)  On  Shore — Periodical  inspections  are  made  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  to 
see  that  the  various  premises  are  kept  in  good  condition.  Owners  and  occupiers  of  pre- 
mises are  generally  aware  of  the  damage  caused  by  rats  to  merchandise,  and,  accord- 
ingly, take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  access  of  rats  to  their  premises.  Where  no 
such  precautions  are  taken,  notices  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919, 
are  served  on  the  owners  or  occupiers  concerned. 


NUMBER  OF  RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

TABLE  E 

% 

(1)  On  Vessels. 


Number  of 
Rats 

Jan. 

1 

1 

Feb.  I Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

1 

1 

Aug.  1 Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Toral  in 
Year 

Black 

25 

1 

23  | 28 

45 

52 

20 

35 

1 

69  | 33 

10 

7 

26 

373 

Brown 

- 

1 

| ... 

Species  not 

1 

1 

Recorded 

- 

...  | ... 

...  | ... 

Examined 

- 

25 

23  | 28 

42 

45 

20 

32 

62  1 33 

10 

7 

26 

353 

Infected  with  Plague 

" 

...  j 

... 

... 

...  1 ... 

1 

... 

TABLE  F 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves,  and  Warehouses. 


Number  of 
Rats 

Ian. 

1 

1 

Feb.  1 Mar. 

1 

. 1 

April  1 May 

1 

1 

June  I July 
1 

1 

1 

Aug.  | Sept. 

Oct. 

■ 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total  in 
Year 

Black 

Brown 

13 

14 

11 

i 

10  1 7 

! 

1 

12  | 9 

1 

1 

5 1 10 

1 

5 

8 

4 

108 

Species  not 
Recorded 

... 

! 

i 

| 

1 

Examined  - 

13 

14 

11 

10  1 7 

■12  ! 9 

5 1 10 

5 

8 

4 

108 

Infected  with  Plague 

i 

... 

... 

The  number  of  rats  destroyed  in  Docks,  Quays,  etc.,  during  the  year,  recorded  as 
108,  refers  to  destruction  of  rats  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  port  sanitary 
officers.  The  sheds,  etc.,  on  the  Harbour  Commissioners  estates  are  regularly  baited 
by  a firm  of  contractors  employed  by  the  Commissioners  for  rat  destruction,  and  the 
number  of  rats  so  destroyed  was  not  ascertainable,  as  no  estimate  of  the  number  is  given 
by  the  firm  in  question.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  owing  to  the  intensive  baiting  “the 
number  of  complaints  about  damage  to  goods  in  the  sheds  is  considerably  reduced  and 
in  some  cases  have  ceased.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  baits  taken  would  indicate 
that  the  rat  population  on  the  estate  is,  without  doubt,  being  very  much  reduced.” 
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Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “Infected  or  Suspected’’  Vessels,  or  Vessels 
from  Plague-Infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  Year. 
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VI.— HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 

TABLE  J 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of 
Vf.ssel 

Number  inspected 
during  1947 

Defects  of  Original 
Construction 

Structural  Defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt;  Vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health 

British 

2,202 

13 

27 

470 

Other  Nationalities  - 

98 

4 

7 

27 

Defects  found  were  as  follows  : — 

BRITISH 


Defective  Heating  Stoves  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Decks,  causing  dampness  ...  3 

Dirty  Bathroom,  defective  ventilation,  and  de- 
fective flooring  to  W.C.  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Portlights  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dirty  Watercloset  Apartment  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Flushing  Arrangements  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Watercloset  and  Lighting  ...  1 

Defective  Waste  Pipe  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  Waste  Pipe  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  Skylights  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broken  Watercloset  Basin  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Flue  Pipe  to  Heating  Stove  ...  2 

Dirt,  Vermin,  and  General  Uncleanliness  ...  470 


FOREIGN 

1 


4 

1 


1 


27 


During  the  year  there  was  some  improvement  in  the  crew  accommodation  on  board 
foreign-going  vessels,  but  the  standard  of  crew  accommodation  was  less  satisfactory  on 
older  vessels.  Vermin  infestation  (particularly  by  cockroaches)  was  found  on  a number 
of  vessels  ; whilst  most  of  these  vessels  were  using  insecticides,  the  methods  of  using 
it  were  not  appropriate  and  satisfactory  permanent  results  were  not  obtained.  Instruc- 
tions for  the  proper  use  of  insecticide  were  given  in  such  cases.  The  cleanliness  of 
crews’  quarters  was  not  all  that  might  be  expected  ; in  some  cases  no  washing  facilities 
were  provided,  and  the  general  conditions  gave  no  incentive  to  keep  quarters  clean 
and  tidy. 


VIE— FOOD  INSPECTION. 

(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937, 
the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1937,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preser- 
vatives, etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1927-1940  : — 


During-  the  year  all  sheds  and  warehouses  at  the 

Port  where  food 

is  landed 

stored,  were  inspected  regularly  for  the  detection  of  unsound  food, 
food  arriving  at  the  Port  maintained  a very  good  standard. 

The  quality  of 

SEIZURES 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Frozen  Sausages  and  Liver 

1 

0 

0 

12 — 100  lb.  bags  of  Split  Peas 

10 

2 

24 

6 — 100  lb.  bags  of  Rice 

5 

1 

12 

2 — 200  lb.  bags  of  Rice 

3 

2 

8 

3 — 50  lb.  bags  of  Rice 

1 

1 

10 

Fish 

14 

2 

14 

10 — 50  lb.  bags  of  Flour  ...  • •• 

1 Box  Dried  Currants 

4 

1 

1 

24 

1 Box  Dried' Raisins 
1 Box  Dried  Peaches 

I 

2 

24 

Onions 

10 

0 

0 

Beetroot 

2 

0 

0 

Potatoes 

6 

0 

0 

40 


1 Carton  of  Yeast 

2 

0 

Tinned  Pears 

1 

2 

0 

Canned  Pears 

2 

2 

20 

62  Cases  of  Belgian  Pears  ...  ...  1 

7 

0 

0 

Fish  (Whiting)  ... 

1 

2 

20 

Fish  (Cod) 

1 

13 

Mutton 

2 

16 

Beef 

3 

16 

Liver  and  Pork  Sausage  ... 

20 

Meat  Pies,  Black  Puddings,  and  Sausages 

1 

2 

Total  4 

15 

1 

27 

No  milk  is  imported,  but  large  quantities  of  fresh  milk  are  exported  to  cross- 
channel ports  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
for  Northern  Ireland. 

(2)  Shellfish  : — Information  respecting  any  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority , stating  whether  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Medical  Officer,  liable  to  pollution  : — 

There  are  no  layings  of  shellfish  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority. 

Report  on  any  action  taken  under  the  Public  H ealth (Shellfish) Regulations , 1936 , 
or  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ( Northern  Ireland)  : — • 

Under  the  Belfast  Corporation  Act  1930,  it  is  an  offence  to  gather  any  shellfish 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority.  No  legal  proceedings  were  insti- 
tuted under  this  Act  during  the  year,  but  warning  letters  were  sent  to  several  persons 
who  had  been  found  gathering  shellfish  on  the  foreshore. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — The  following  samples  were  submitted  to  the  City 
Bacteriologist  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory,  Queen’s  University,  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

1 Sample  of  Winkles. 

1 Sample  of  Limpets. 

2 Samples  of  Water. 

Result  of  Bacteriological  Examinations: — 

Samples  of  Shellfish  (taken  from  the  Lough  foreshore  opposite  Ballynascreen, 
Greenisland)  : — 

Faecal  B.  Coli  present  in  one-tenth  of  a fish  in  all  specimens. 

B.  Welchii  present  in  a minimum  of  50  per  fish  in  all  specimens. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  S.S.  “Rodney  Baxter’’  : — 

(1)  Sample  taken  from  after  peak  tank- — 

No  coliform  organisms  in  20  c.c. 

No  bacillus  welchii  in  40  c.c. 

Agar  count — 9 per  c.c. 

(2)  Sample  taken  from  galley — 

Coliform  organisms  in  10  c.c. 

No  bacillus  coli  in  20  c.c. 

6 bacillus  welchii  in  40  c.c. 

Agar  count — 8 per  c.c. 
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Report  of  the  Executive  Sanitary  Officer 

To  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  mv  report  on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  Citv  for  the  vear 

1947. 

Strict  attention  was  paid  to  the  investigation  of  complaints  concerning  structural 
and  sanitary  defects,  in  order  that  housing  accommodation  be  maintained  in  a habitable 
condition.  Remedial  action  in  such  cases  was  often  protracted  by  reason  of  the  prevail- 
ing shortage  of  building  materials,  especially  cement,  timber,  cast-iron  goods,  water- 
closet  basins  and  traps.  In  October  a deputation  from  the  Public  Health  Committee 
interviewed  the  Minister  of  Finance  regarding  the  shortage  of  watercloset  basins  and 
traps,  as  the  result  of  which  over  four  hundred  sanitary  notices  for  such  fittings  were 
outstanding.  The  Minister  undertook  to  make  representations  in  order  that  greater 
supplies  of  these  fittings  be  allocated  to  Northern  Ireland.  While  the  position  has  eased 
slightly  since,  an  acute  shortage  still  exists. 

Owing  to  the  serious  housing  shortage  a number  of  the  large  type  of  terrace 
houses  are  occupied  by  several  families,  and  this  results  in  rapid  deterioration  of  the 
property.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a reasonable  degree  of  amenity 
and  hygiene  for  the  many  families  who  are  compelled  to  reside  in  such  houses,  origin- 
ally intended  and  designed  for  the  use  of  one  family  only.  In  order  to  abate  this  type 
of  overcrowding  and  improve  sanitary  conditions,  new  houses  are  urgently  required. 

SANITARY  SECTION. 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Nuisances. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43,229 

Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  27,650 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  respect  of  nuisances  ...  138,323 
Number  of  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  29,622 

Number  of  sanitary  improvements  carried  out  ...  ...  42,658 

Summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  662 

Court  Orders  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Disobedience  summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  3 


By-Laws  made  under  Section  23.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 
(Relating  to  keeping  Water  Closets  supplied  with  sufficient  water  for  Flushing) 


Number  of  notices  issued  . ..  ...  ...  ...  328 

Number  of  summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Keeping  of  Animals. 

Number  of  stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,917 

Number  of  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,674 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  of  trades  on  register,  31st  December,  1947  ...  ...  11 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

Breaches  of  By-Laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  on  register,  31st  December,  1947  ...  ...  11 

Total  registered  accommodation — Adults  ...  ...  ...  719 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  6 

Children  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

N uisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Breaches  of  By-Laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

Proceedings  re  black  smoke,  other  than  from  private 
dwelling  houses. 

Approximate  number  of  chimneys  in  city  ...  ...  ...  237 

Timed  observations  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  509 

Revealing  black  smoke  over  two  minutes  in  half-hour  observations  5 

Graveyards 

Number  in  city  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Number  of  exhumations  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  ...  7 

Cinemas,  Theatres 

Number  in  city  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  routine  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,177 


In  addition  to  routine  inspections  concerning  cleanliness,  sanitary  conveniences, 
spraying,  etc.,  special  visits  are  made  in  connection  with  the  efficiency  of  ventilating 
and  heating  systems.  Tests  are  carried  out  involving  the  use  of  the  Kata  thermometer 
and  a hygrometer.  If  unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained,  the  attention  of  the  manage- 
ment is  drawn  to  same  ; eight  such  letters  were  sent  during  the  year. 


Public  Elementary  School  Buildings  ■ 

Number  in  city  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,352 

Defects  discovered  by  Sanitary  Officers  ...  ...  ...  65 

Complaints  from  School  Medical  Services  investigated  ...  55 

Intimations  concerning  defects  sent  to  Director  of  Education  ...  51 

Intimations  concerning  defects  sent  to  Managers,  etc.  ...  37 

Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  136 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Tipping  Grounds — Number  in  city,  13  : Total  inspections  ...  160 

Marine  Stores — Number  in  city,  27  : Total  inspections  ...  733 

Rivers — Number  in  city,  15  : Total  inspections  ...  ...  369 


Public  Sanitary  Conveniences — Number  in  city,  75  (including 

those  situated  in  parks  and  playgrounds)  : Total  inspections  2,013 


Drain  Tests 

Total  number  of  tests  made  (including  tests  under  Rats,  Mice,  and 

Insect  Pests  Control)  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Number  showing  defects  ....  ...  ...  ...  209 

Provision  of  Ashbins  (Section  44,  Belfast  Corporation  Act,  1930) 
Number  of  notices  served  under  above  Section  ...  ...  450 

Number  of  ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  340 

Number  of  summonses  for  non-compliance  with  notice  ...  Nil 

Hairdressers  Act  (N.I.)  1939. 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  31st  December,  1947  ...  344 


During  the  year  the  Council  made  By-Laws,  under  Section  2 of  the  above  Act, 
relating  to  premises  where  the  business  of  barber  or  hairdresser  is  carried  on.  These 
were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Local  Government  for  approval  ; when 
approved,  a survey  will  be  made  of  all  registered  premises  to  ascertain  if  same  are  in 
compliance  with  the  By-Laws. 

Pupil  Sanitary  Officers. 

In  1945  a training  scheme  for  pupil  sanitary  officers  was  inaugurated  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and,  since  its  inception,  10  pupils  have  completed  training  ; 
of  these,  8 have  obtained  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  London,  by  examination.  The  number  of  pupils  in  the  Department  on  the  31st 
December,  1947,  was  5,  which  includes  2 ex-service  trainees  under  the  Government 
Further  Education  and  Training  Scheme. 
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Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act 
(Northern  Ireland),  1938 


Part  1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(l) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  - 

1,545 

156 

2 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

970 

96 

*Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works  of 
building  and  engineering  construction,  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises)  - 

621 

33 

2 

Total 

3,136 

285 

4 

‘Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 


Part  2. — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(5) 

Particulars 

0) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  Chief 
Inspector 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

102 

94 

3 

. . . 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ----- 

1 

1 

... 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  - - - 

1 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  - - - - 

28 

22 

5 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  - 

4 

4 

[ Insufficient 

31 

16 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  j Unsuitable  or  defective; 

179 

156 

1 

1 Not  separate  for  sexes 

12 

11 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  Home 
Work,  which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 

report)  ------ 

299 

270 

10 

3 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 

houses  (S.56  to  S.59)  - - - - 

108 

101 

Total 

765 

676 

18 

4 

Part  3. — HOMEWORK. 


Nature  of  Work 
(l) 

Number  of 
Inspections 
of  Out- 
workers' 
Premises 
(2) 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises 
(Section  115) 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises 
(Sections  116  and  117) 

Instances 

(3) 

Notices 

Served 

(4) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(5) 

Instances 

(6) 

Orders 
Made 
(S.  117) 
(7) 

Prose- 
cutions 
(Ss.l  16&1 17) 
(8) 

1 . Making,  cleaning, 
washing,  altering, 
ornamenting,  finish- 
ing, and  repairing 
of  wearing  apparel 

1,548 

' 

51 

51 

3 

3 

2.  Making-up,  orna- 
menting, finishing, 
and  repairing  of 
table  linen,  bed 
linen  o r other 
household  linen 
(including  in  the 
term  linen  articles 
of  cotton  or  cotton 
and  linen  mixtures) 

1,321 

41 

41 

4 

4 

3.  Textile  Weaving, 
and  any  process 
incidental  thereto  - 

4.  Other 

142 

9 

9 

1 

1 

Total  - 

3,011 

101 

101 

8 

8 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911  . 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  where  rag  flock  is  used  ...  131 

Number  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  Public  Analyst  ...  21 

Number  of  samples  certified  as  not  being  in  accordance  with  the 

Rag  Flock  Regulations,  1912  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  cautionary  letters  issued  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted  ...  ...  ...  1 


Food  Inspection  (Excluding  Public  Abattoir). 

During  the  year  the  supervision  of  food  premises,  shops,  stores,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  food  resulted  in  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  food  regulations,  as  follows: — 

Foodstuffs  liable  to  be  contaminated,  5 ; dirty  food  premises,  3 ; improper  con- 
veyance of  meat,  6. 

In  connection  with  the  adulteration  of  food  and  drugs,  a total  of  1,000  samples 
was  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  1947  ; of  these,  41,  or  4.1  per  cent, 
were  reported  as  adulterated.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1946  were  : — 

Total  samples  analysed,  850  ; of  which  22,  or  2.58  per  cent.,  were  adulterated. 


M 
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Sale  of  Food  and 

Drugs 

Acts 

FORMAL 

INFORMAL 

TOTAL 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

...  962 

38 

1,000 

Number  of  samples  adulterated 

...  40 

1 

41 

Percentage  of  samples  adulterated 

...  4.26 

2.6 

4.1 

Return  shewing  particulars  of  adulterated  samples. 


Nature  of  Sample 

Samples  Taken 

Adulterations 

Prosecutions 

Convictions 

II 

Fines 
£ s.  d. 

Beef,  Minced  - 

- 7 17 

11 

...  7 . 

..  7 

9 0 0 

Buttermilk  - 

- ' 22 

2 

1 

1 

1 0 0 

Cream  of  tartar  - 

17 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin  - 

14 

6 

..  5 . 

5 

14  0 0 

Marmalade,  tinned  (informal) 

2 

1 

— 

. — 

— 

Mineral  waters  - 

10 

1 

— 

. — 

— 

Ointment,  Boracic 

2 

1 

..  — 

— 

Sausages  - 

17  . 

4 

..  — 

. — 

— 

Sausage  Meat  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 0 0 

Sweetmilk  - 

- 352 

7 . 

..  5 

. 5 

13  0 0 

Whiskey  - 

11 

6 . 

..  4 . 

4 

13  0 0 

Cases  of  Adulteration  in  which  no  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken 
Formal  Samples: — 

2 of  Beef  Mince,  1 Buttermilk,  1 Cream  of  Tartar,  1 Gin,  1 Mineral 
Waters,  1 Boracic  Oinrment,  4 Sausages  (deficient  in  meat  content, 

3 of  which  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food),  2 Sweetmilk, 
and  2 Whiskey. 

Informal  Samples: — 

1 of  Marmalade. 

Particulars  of  Sweetmilk  Samples 
Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  352 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Percentage  of  total  samples  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  1.9 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  the  years  1946  and  1945,  a total  of  459  (1946) 

and  656  (1945)  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination,  and  of  these,  5,  or  1.08  per 
cent.  (1946),  and  26,  or  3.9  per  cent.  (1945),  were  adulterated. 

In  order  to  further  safeguard  the  city’s  milk  supply,  samples  are  taken  regularly  by 
the  P'ood  and  Drugs  Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  City  Bacteriologist  for  examina- 
tion. Particulars  of  same  are  included  in  City  Bacteriologist’s  report. 

Visits  to  Shops,  Stores,  etc.,  by  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors. 


Description  of  Shops 

Number 
of  Visits 

Description  of  Shops 

Number 
of  Visits 

Butchers’  Shops 

...  1,612 

Markets 

56 

Confectioners 

785 

Meat  Factories 

82 

Fish  Shops 

...  379 

Pork  Stores 

20 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

. . . 578 

■Provisions  Shops 

...  1,042 

Fruiterers 

...  625 

Railway  Termini 

1 

Grocers’  Shops 

...  3,763 

Restaurants 

...  869 

Hawkers’  Carts 

...  1,444 

Wholesale  Stores 

...  413 

Ice-Cream  Shops  . . 

Jam  Factories 

...  1,779 
9 

Milkshops 

...  2,126 
Total  15,583 
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Public  Health  Acts 


Unsound  Foodstuffs  inspected  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 

UNDER  TPIE  ABOVE  ACTS  AND  DESTROYED  OR  DISPOSED  OF  OTHERWISE  THAN 
FOR  THE  FOOD  OF  MAN,  UNDER  THEIR  SUPERVISION. 


Beans 

2,211  Tins 

Tomatoes 

301  Tins 

Cocoa 

72  ,, 

Tomato  Paste 

8 „ 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

7 „ 

Vegetables  (Mixed) 

2,780  ,, 

Cheese 

15  ,, 

Unclassified  ... 

99  ,, 

Condensed  Milk 

1,100  ,, 

Meat  Extract 

83  Jars 

Fish 

1,504  ,, 

Pickles 

138  ,, 

Fruit 

3,105  ,, 

Chocolate  Spread 

55  ,, 

Gravy  Powder 

2 ,, 

Coffee  Essence 

11  Bottles 

J am 

674  ,, 

Orange  Juice 

12 

Macaroni 

48  ,, 

Sauce 

46  ,, 

Malted  Food 

106  ,, 

Cake  Decorations 

219  Packets 

Meat 

1,804  ,, 

Cereals 

10  ,, 

Mustard 

29  ,, 

Chocolate  Spread 

75  ,, 

Peas 

2,475  ,, 

Herbs 

8 ,, 

Pudding 

35  ,, 

Pudding  Mixture 

700  ,, 

Soup 

1,102  ,, 

Tea  and  Sugar  Rations 

14  ,, 

Spaghetti 

68  ,, 

Fowl 

167  ,, 

Sandwich  Spread 

17  „ 

Meat  Extract  Cubes 

6,172^  Dozen 

Soup  Powder 

4 ,, 

Sausage  Casings 

5 Bundles 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Baking  Powder  . . 

...  — 1 

0 

22 

Biscuits 

...  — 4 

1 

9 

Cinnamon 

— — 

— 

14 

Cocoanut 

— — 

16 

Confectionery 

...  — 3 

1 

184 

Curry  Powder 

...  — — 

— ■ 

26 

Fish 

— — 

2 

23 

Fruit 

...  11  2 

0 

19 

Fruit  (Dried) 

...  1 13 

0 

4 

Flour 

. . . — - — 

— 

22 

Meat 

— — 

1 

221 

Onions 

...  10  11 

— 

Pepper 

...  — — 

— 

14 

Vegetables 

...  — 5 

----- - 

— 

SALE  OF  ICE-CREAM  ACT  (N.I.)  1937 
Number  of  Premises  Registered  During  1947  (Including 


Change  of  Occupier). 

For  Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  and  Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Sale  Only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 86 

Number  of  Premises  on  Register,  31st  December,  1947. 

For  Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Manufacture  and  Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  390 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  premises  ...  ...  1,779 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  152 

Number  of  cautionary  letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  examination  ...  21 

(No  standard  exists  at  present) 


During  the  year  1946  a total  of  190  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  In  54  cases  where  reports  indicated  that  the  samples  did  not  comply  with 
the  prescribed  standards,  cautionary  letters  were  sent  ; 60  summonses  were  issued  in- 
cases where  bacteriological  contamination  was  excessive. 
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During  the  year  1947  there  was  an  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  ice-cream 
as  revealed  by  bacteriological  examination.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  not 
thought  fit  to  reimpose  a chemical  standard  for  this  foodstuff,  which,  in  view  of  the 
amount  consumed,  is  regrettable  from  a Public  Health  point  of  view. 

REGISTRATION  OF  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

Belfast  Corporation  Act,  1930,  Section  43. 

Number  of  premises  registered  during  1947  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  premises  ...  ...  1,612 

Number  of  breaches  of  By-Laws  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

RODENT  CONTROL 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 


Number  of  surveys  made  of  lands  and  premises  ...  ...  1,545 

Number  of  re-visits  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  1,643 

Number  of  premises,  lands,  etc.,  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  ...  153 

Number  of  poison  campaigns  carried  out  by  Rodent  Control 
Officer  on  request  of  occupiers,  who  undertook  to  pay  cost 
(involving  113  premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  as  result  of  poison  campaigns  . . . 845 

Number  of  cases  where  action  was  taken  by  occupiers  to  eliminate 

rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  premises  where  rat-proofing  or  other  works  were 

carried  out  to  prevent  infestation  ...  ...  ...  45 


Co-Operation  with  other  Corporation  Departments. 

City  Surveyor. 

Fifteen  poison  campaigns  were  carried  out  in  sewers  in  the  central  area  of  the  city, 
bounded  by  Great  George’s  Street,  Upper  Library  Street,  North  Queen  Street, 
Franklin  Street,  and  East  Bridge  Street.  Total  estimated  kill — 4,336  rats. 

Director  of  Education. 

Poison  campaigns  against  rats  were  carried  out  in  two  schools. 

Action  taken  by  District  Sanitary  Officers  re  Rat  Complaints. 

Number  of  premises  where  drains  were  tested  ...  ...  267 

Number  of  premises  where  drains  were  defective  on  test  ...  153 

Number  of  notices  served  under  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1 

Mosquito  Control 

From  April  to  September  a temporary  staff  was  employed  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Rodent  and  Insect  Pests  Control  Officer.  Preliminary  surveys  were  made  of  all 
potential  breeding  places,  and  control  work  consisted  of  oiling  areas  where  actual  breed- 
ing was  found,  drainage  work  involving  the  freeing  of  ditches  and  drains,  and  the 
collection  of  specimens  of  larvae  for  identification  by  Professor  Gregg  Wilson. 


Miles  covered  by  motor-van  ...  ...  ...  1,134 

Waste  transformer  oil  used  (gals.)  ...  ...  ...  3,600 

Gas  oil  used  (gals.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Specimens  of  larvae  submitted  for  identification  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  specimens  identified  as  mosquito  larvae  ...  ...  21 

Total  number  of  inspections  re  mosquitoes  and  other  insect  pests  254 


Types  of  Mosquito  Identified. 

Aedes  Detritus  (7),  Culex  Pipiens  (8),  Theobaldia  Annulata  (3), 

Anopheles  Claviger  (3). 

Insects  other  than  Mosquitoes 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  42 

In  all  cases  the  source  of  the  complaint  was  investigated,  the  type  of  insect  identi- 
fied, and  advice  given  re  measures  of  disinfestation. 
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Legal  Proceedings 


0)  Under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Summonses 

Orders 

] 

£ 

Fines 

S 

d 

For  abatement  of  nuisances 

662 

37 

18 

16 

6 

Disobedience  of  Justices  Order  ... 

3 

— 

20 

10 

0 

Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food  Regula- 

tions 

9 

1 

16 

0 

0 

Exposed  for  sale  unsound  food  ... 

3 

1 

31 

0 

0 

Failed  to  take  precautions  to  prevent 

contamination  of  food 

1 

— 

0 

10 

0 

Premises  in  which  food  was  stored 

being  unclean 

3 

— 

9 

0 

0 

Failed  to  provide  sufficient  flush  to 

waterclosets 

20 

■ — 

1 

0 

0 

(ii)  Under  Belfast  Corporation  Acts  : — 

Threw  into  a stream  the  carcase  of  a cat 

1 

— 

— 

Exposed  for  sale  food  liable  to  be  con- 

taminated 

4 

4 

0 

0 

Unseemly  conveyance  of  meat  ... 

6 

6 

0 

0 

(iii)  Under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  : — 

17 

• — •’ 

46 

0 

0 

(iv)  Under  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  Act  (N.I.),  1937  : 

: — 

Selling  ice-cream  not  complying  with 

prescribed  standard 

8 

— ■ • 

10 

0 

0 

Failed  to  protect  ingredients  against 

contamination 

1 

— 

3 

0 

0 

(v)  Under  Merchandise  Marks  Act  : — 

Exposing  for  sale  tomatoes  not  bearing 

indications  of  origin 

3 

— 

2 

10 

0 

(vi)  Under  Rag  Flock  Act 

1 

—j 

2 

0 

0 

(vii)  Under  Factories  Act 

1 

i 

5 

0 

0 

(viii)  Under  Regulation  33 B of  the  Defence 

(General)  Regulations,  1939 

2 

. — 

— 

I am,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  HARRIS, 

Executive  Sanitary  Officer. 

Rainfall  in  inches  for  the  Year  1947 

The  following  table,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Belfast  City  and  District  Water  Com- 
missioners, shows  the  rainfall  during  the  several  months  of  the  year. 


January  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.20 

April  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.60 

May  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.11 

June  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.02 

July  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.67 

August  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.35 

September  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.32 

October  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.99 

November  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.03 

December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.00 


Taken  at  Oldpark  Works,  Belfast.  Gauge  at  203  ft.  O.D. 
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43.82 


Report  of  the  City  Veterinarian 

On  the  Work  of  his  Department  for  the  Year  1947 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  at  the  Belfast  Municipal  Abattoir  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Ante-Mortem  and  Post-Mortem  examinations  of  animals  slaughtered  for 
human  food. 

TABLE  1. 

Shewing  by  months  the  number  and  description  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year. 


1947 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Goats 

• 

Pigs 

January 

2,607 

1,014 

19 

1,794 

3,411 

3,328 

427 

320 

February 

1,787 

799 

34 

1,455 

2,922 

1,324 

167 

153 

March  - 

1,527 

512 

44 

784 

4,228 

110 

196 

338 

April  - 

1,172 

618 

41 

1,023 

2,005 

484 

251 

415 

May 

1,078 

252 

24 

431 

1,251 

4,133 

376 

143 

June 

1,379 

277 

58 

501 

123 

7,318 

185 

307 

July  - 

1,764 

1,113 

40 

2,351 

468 

8,678 

209 

254 

August 

1,974 

869 

43 

1,641 

1,953 

9,525 

100 

421 

September 

2,302 

| 

OS 

o 

QO 

36 

2,316 

1,730 

15,293 

149 

270 

October 

2,534 

904 

48 

2,449 

2,199 

17,198 

271 

294 

November 

2,272 

571 

14 

2,401 

1,382 

19,242 

480. 

311 

December 

2,503 

304 

74 

3,674 

1,098 

10,990 

454 

243 

Totals  - 

22,899 

8,042 

475 

20,820 

22,770 

97,623 

3,265 

3,4b9 

Compared  with  the  year  1946  : Cattle  shew  a decrease  of  12,505  ; sheep  and  lambs  a 
decrease  of  53,276  ; pigs  a decrease  of  532  ; and  goats  an  increase  of  1,066. 


TABLE  2. 

Shewing  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  from  all  causes  during  the  year  1947  as 
being  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  food,  as  compared  with  the  year  1946. 


Species 

1947 

1946 

Cows 

1,884 

2,122 

Heifers  ... 

51 

53 

Bulls  

11 

8 

Bullocks  ... 

92 

89 

Calves 

1,226 

795 

Sheep  and  Lambs... 

168 

194 

Goats 

111 

8 

Pigs 

78 

81 

Totals 

3,621 

3,350 

The  percentage  of  carcases  condemned  from  all  causes  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during 
the  year  1947  was  2.02  per  cent. 
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TABLE  3. 


Shewing  the  different  diseased  conditions  which  involved  seizure  and  total  destruction 
of  carcases  in  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  1947. 


CATTLE 

Sheep 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Anaemia  - 

5 

3 

8 

Arthritis 

1 

l 

3 

5 

Caseous  Lymphaditis 

2 

2 

Decomposed 

2 

1 

3 

Dropsical  and  Emaciated 

533 

2 

1 

6 

500 

91 

102 

1 

1,236 

Enteritis 

3 

69 

1 

73 

Fevered 

61 

7 

1 

15 

233 

30 

4 

32 

383 

Gangrene 

5 

6 

2 

13 

Injured 

39 

6 

8 

7 

12 

2 

2 

76 

Immature 

292 

1 . 

293 

Jaundice 

5 

16 

1 

1 

23 

Joint  111 

46 

46 

Melanosis 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Neoplasms 

Cancer  Sarcoma 

19 

1 

20 

Pericarditis 

3 

1 

4 

Pleurisy  or  Peritonitis  - 

26 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

4 

4! 

Pyaemia 

7 

1 . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

14 

Red  Water 

8 

8 

? 

23 

Rheumatism 

1 

9 

Septicaemia 

32 

2 

1 

11 

14 

15 

75 

Septic  Mastitis  - 

40 

1 

41 

Septic  Metritis  - 

13 

2 

15 

Septic  Nephritis 

9 

1 

10 

Septic  Pneumonia 

13 

5 

4 

6 

6 

3 

37 

Swine  Erysipelas 

4 

4 

Tuberculosis 

1,056 

13 

7 

’31 

52 

1 

5 

1,165 

Uraemia 

3 

1 

4 

1,884 

51 

11 

92 

1,226 

168 

111 

78 

3,621 

In  addition  to  the  above  summary,  there  were  22  tons,  1 cwt.,  0 qrs.,  14  lbs.  of  Beef  ; 
9 cwts.,  1 qr.,  26  lbs.  of  Mutton  ; and  6 cwts.,  0 qrs.,  12  lbs.  of  Pork  seized  as  being 
unsound  and  unfit  for  human  food. 
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TABLE  4. 


Shewing  comparison  between  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  as  causes  of  condemna- 
tion of  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  1947. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Other 

Cattle 

Calves 

Total  Seizure 
Partial  Seizure 

1,056 

124 

51 

34 

52 

i 

5 

. . . 

1,165 

158 

Total  and  Partial  ... 

1,180 

85 

52 

i 

1 I 5 

1,323 

OTHER  DISEASED  CONDITIONS 


Cattle 

— 

Sheep 

Other 

Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Cattle 

Calves 

Total  Seizure 

828 

103 

1,174 

168 

110 

73 

2,456 

Partial  Seizure 

763 

372 

8 

254 

■ 

66 

1,463 

Total  and  Partial  ... 

1,591 

475 

1,182 

422 

110 

139 

3,919 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  tuberculosis  in  cattle  is  a most  fruitful  source 
of  total  seizure,  accounting  for  about  55  per  cent,  of  the  seizures,  as  compared  with 
other  diseased  conditions. 


TABLE  5. 


Shewing  the  percentage  by  age  periods  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  condemned  at 
the  Public  Abattoir  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


SPECIES 

BY  AGE 

1 

From  one  | 
month 
to  one  i 
year 

Per  | 
Cent. 

One 

to 

three 

years 

Per 

Cent. 

From 
three 
to  six 
years 

Per 

Cent. 

Over 

six 

years 

Per 

Cent. 

Cows  

... 

1,056 

100 

Heifers 

1 

I 

7 

53.85 

6 

46.15 

Bullocks 

1 

26 

83.87 

5 

16.12 

Bulls  

...  | 

7 

100 

Pigs  

5 1 

100 

... 

Calves 

52  j 

100 

... 

; 

... 

52 


TABLE  6. 


Shewing  the  percentage  by  condition  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  condemned  at  the 
Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


BY  CONDITION 


SPECIES 

Good 

Fair 

Indifferent 

Poor 

Number 

Per  Cent. 

Number 

Per  Cent. 

Number 

Per  Cent. 

Number 

Per  Cent. 

Cows  

.47 

320 

30.30 

480 

45.45 

251 

23.76 

Heifers 

13 

100 

Bulls  

6 

85.71 

1 

14.28 

Bullocks 

2 

6.45  ■ 

28 

90.32 

1 

3.22 

Calves 

30 

57.69 

22 

42.30 

Pigs  

5 

100 

TABLE  7. 


Shewing  the  number  of  Diseased  Organs  seized  and  destroyed  during  the  year  1947  as 
being  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  food  (the  figures  for  the  preceding  year  are  given 

for  comparison). 


1947 

1946 

Increase 

Decrease 

BEEF:  — 

Pleads 

993 

863 

130 

Tongues 

976 

812 

164 

Hearts 

721 

680 

41 

Lungs 

2,288 

4,308 

2,020 

Livers 

24,320 

20,183 

4,137 

Stomachs 

1,371 

914 

451 

Udders 

7,160 

6,316 

844 

.Mesenteries  & Intestines 

1,379 

907 

472 

Omentum 

1,379 

907 

472 

Diaphragm  ... 

79 

147 

66 

Kidneys 

155 

186 

31 

MUTTON:— 

Hearts 

12 

27 

15 

Lungs 

2,288 

2,788 

500 

Liver 

26,727 

31,015 

4,288 

Kidneys 

20 

29 

9 

PORK:— 

Heads 

186 

194 

... 

8 

Tongues 

186 

194 

8 

Plearts 

76 

113 

37 

Lungs 

87 

105 

18 

Liver 

216 

247 

31 

Kidneys 

6 

12 

6 

GOAT : — 

Liver 

487 

453 

34 

Kidneys 

The  above  does  not  include  the  viscera  of  animals  totally  destroyed. 
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TABLE  8. 


Shewing  percentage  incidence  of  generalised  tuberculosis  in  animals  slaughtered  at  the 
Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  1947.  The  percentage  for  the  previous  year  is  given 

for  comparison. 


1947 

1946 

Cows 

4.61 

3.40 

Other  Cattle  ... 

.17 

.23 

Cattle  (all  classes) 

2.11 

1.85 

Calves 

.22 

.09 

Pigs 

.14 

.32 

TABLE  9. 

\ 

Table  shewing  the  amount  of  Beef,  Mutton,  Pork,  etc.  presented  by  the  prevention 
officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  others  for  examination  at  the  Abattoir. 

BEEF — Sides  examined,  3 ; seized  and  destroyed,  1.  Quarters  examined,  42  ; seized 
and  destroyed,  2.  Cuts  examined,  112  ; seized  and  destroyed,  26. 

MUTTON — Carcases  examined,  31  ; seized  and  destroyed,  5. 

PORK — Carcases  examined,  402  ; seized  and  destroyed,  130. 

VEAL — Carcases  examined,  3 ; seized  and  destroyed,  2. 

FOWL — Fowl  examined,  628  ; seized  and  destroyed,  628. 

TINNED  MEATS — Tinned  Meats  examined,  4,103  ; seized  and  destroyed,  4,103. 
FAT— 68  lbs. 

TOMATO  PUREE— 153  tins. 


FISH  AND  FOWL  MARKETS 
Seized  or  Surrendered 

10  tons,  6 cwts.,  3 qrs.,  14  lbs.  of  Herrings,  Kippers,  etc.,  and  4 Fowl. 


CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

During  the  year  cysticercus  bovis  infections  were  shown  to  be  present  to  the 
extent  of  .23  per  cent,  of  all  bovines  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  incidence  of  infestation  is  probably  a good  deal  higher 
as  one  is  limited  to  the  number  of  incisions  made  in  routine  inspections. 

The  distribution  of  the  parasite  has  been  found  to  be  as  follows  : — 

60  per  cent,  left  external  masseter  muscle. 

29  per  cent,  right  external  masseter  muscle. 

9 per  cent,  both  external  and  internal  masseter  muscles. 

2 per  cent,  left  internal  masseter  muscle  only. 

This  parasite  is  of  great  importance  from  a meat  inspection  aspect  as  it  is  com- 
municable to  man  if  the  meat  is  eaten  in  a raw  or  improperly  cooked  state,  giving  rise 
to  the  tapeworm  “Taenia  Saginata.’’ 
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As  this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  this  parasite  has  been  officially  reported  in 
Northern  Ireland,  one  may  ask  is  the  source  of  infection  due  to  the  great  number  of 
foreign  people  who  have  visited  our  shores  during  the  war  period,  or  has  the  parasite 
been  present  for  some  time  and  remained  unidentified  up  to  now. 

Investigation  has  shown  that  the  infestation  is  wide  and  found  throughout 
Northern  Ireland,  and  is  met  with  chiefly  in  cows  and  bullocks. 

SERVICES  RENDERED  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

During  the  year,  a general  supervision  of  the  health  of  the  animals  of  the  several 
Committees  of  the  Corporation  was  exercised.  Fortunately  most  of  the  work  during 
the  year  was  in  the  nature  of  preventive  medicine. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  to  which  attention  was  given 
and  their  distribution. 

Purdysburn  Fever  Hospital,  1 Horse. 

3 Pigs. 

Parks  Committee,  3 Horses. 

ABATTOIR 

There  are  no  private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  city,  so  that  all  animals  slaughtered 
in  Belfast  for  human  consumption  must  be  brought  to  the  Public  Abattoir. 

The  Abattoir  is  situated  in  Stewart  Street,  adjacent  to  the  Cattle  Market  and 
Cattle  Yards. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  (N.  Ireland),  1932,  makes  it  compulsory  for  all 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  to  be  stunned  by  means  of  a mechanically- 
operated  instrument  and  rendered  insensible  to  pain  until  death  supervenes. 

The  Abattoir  is  designed  so  that  the  slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  is  carried 
out  in  three  different  departments.  The  lairages  for  the  different  animals  are  quite  con- 
venient to  the  killing  booths,  yet  the  animals  cannot  see  their  fellows  being  slaughtered. 
The  cooling  halls  are  situated  quite  close  to  the  slaughter  halls  and  all  carcases  can  be 
easily  conveyed  there  by  means  of  an  overhead  rail  system. 

The  cattle  slaughter  halls  are  a combination  of  the  open  hall  and  booth  system. 

The  sheep  unit  consists  of  two  extensive  slaughter  halls  with  lairages  and  cooling 
halls  attached. 

The  pig  unit  is  equipped  with  a singeing  plant  for  those  users  engaged  in  the  Wilt- 
shire Trade. 

An  extensive  cold  storage  plant  is  attached  to  the  Abattoir,  and  during  the 
summer  months  this  is  utilized  to  a great  extent  by  the  trade. 

According  to  the  Bye-laws,  all  persons  employed  in  the  slaughtering  and  dressing 
of  animals  must  be  licensed  and  during  the  year  80  such  licences  were  issued. 

All  the  larger  animals  at  the  Abattoir  are  stunned  by  means  of  a Cork  Captive 
Bolt  Gun  prior  to  bleeding,  and  in  the  case  of  the  smaller  animals  an  electrical  appara- 
tus known  as  an  Electrolethaler  is  used. 

To  my  colleague,  Dr.  Tinsdale,  I am  again  deeply  grateful  for  the  considerable 
amount  of  laboratory  work  which  he  so  kindly  undertook  on  my  behalf. 

To  my  staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their 
duties  at  all  times,  I say,  thanks. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  McLEAN, 

City  Veterinarian  and  Manager  of  Abattoir. 
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Purdysburn  Fever  Hospital,  Belfast 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947  (52  weeks  ending  27th 
December,  1947). 

1,424  cases  were  admitted  during  this  period  ; 145  cases  remained  from  the  pre- 
vious year,  making  1,569  cases  under  treatment  ; 92  cases  remained  in  hospital,  so  that 
1,477  cases  were  treated  to.a  conclusion. 

The  number  of  admissions  in  the  previous  year  was  1,604  : the  average  number 
of  admissions  in  the  previous  five  years  was  2,444. 


TABLE  1 


Disease 

Remaining 

on 

28/12/46 

Admitted 

during 

Year 

Total 

Remaining 

on 

27/12/47 

Nett 

Died 

Mortality 
per  cent, 
calculated 
on  cases 
treated  to 
a conclusion 

Enteric  Typhoid  - 

3 

38 

41 

41 

6 

14.60 

Para  B 

Scarlatina  - 

41 

491 

532 

22 

510 

0.00 

Diphtheria  - 

17 

83 

too 

8 

92 

3 

3.26 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

15 

16 

1 

15 

3 

20.00 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  - 

1 

19 

20 

5 

15 

14 

93.33 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

80 

81 

21 

60 

6 

10.00 

Pneumonia  - 

1 

6 

7 

7 

1 

14.^8 

Erysipelas  - 

2 

3 

5 

5 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  - 

6 

34 

40 

i 

39 

7 

17.95 

Measles  - 

29 

196 

225 

225 

13 

5.77 

Gastro-Enteritis 

101 

101 

5 

96 

33 

34.38 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis- 

39 

37 

76 

23 

53 

5 

9.43 

Other  Diseases 

4 

321 

325 

6 

319 

12 

3.75 

Totals  - 

145 

1,424 

1,569 

92 

1,477 

103 

6.97 

Comparative  Nos.  in  1946 

102 

1,604 

1,706 

145 

1,561 

65 

4.16 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

38  cases  of  B. Typhosus  infection  were  admitted  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
cases  of  Paratyphoid. 

3 cases  remained  over  from  the  previous  year,  so  that  41  cases  were  treated  to  a 
conclusion.  There  were  6 deaths  from  B.  Typhosus  infection.  All  the  cases  were  from 
within  the  city  boundary.  28  of  the  typhoid  patients  were  treated  with  penicillin  and 
sulphathiazol  with  disappointing  results.  Five  of  the  fatal  cases  received  this  therapy 
without  response  and  all  four  of  the  patients  leaving  hospital  in  an  established  carrier 
condition  were  similarly  treated. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

83  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  17  remained  from  the  previous  year  and 
8 remained  at  the  end  of  this  year,  so  that  92  cases  were  treated  to  a conclusion  : of 
these  3 died,  giving  a case  mortality  of  3.26  per  cent.  Of  the  three  fatal  cases,  one,  an 
infant  of  eight  months,  died  within  forty-eight  hours  of  admission  from  gastro  enteritis  ; 
a boy  of  seven  years,  not  immunised  and  hopelessly  toxic,  survived  eight  days,  and  the 
third,  a child  of  five  years,  died  after  two  hours  in  hospital. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  the  cases  which  recovered  was  thirty-nine  days. 

In  the  previous  year  the  admissions  numbered  179  : the  average  number  of 
admissions  for  the  previous  five  years  was  262. 

LARYNGEAL  DIPHTHERIA. 

Five  cases  required  operative  interference  for  laryngeal  obstruction. 

All  five  cases  were  treated  by  intubation.  Four  were  entirely  successful  and  made 
good  recoveries.  The  other  patient,  a child  of  five  years,  died  from  exhaustion  after 
two  hours  in  hospital. 
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TABLE  2 


Showing  results  in  age  period  in  which  operative  interference  was  required. 


Ages 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality  Per  Cent. 

Under  1 year  - 

1 —  2 years 

2 —  3 years 

3 —  4 years 

4 —  5 years 
Over  5 years  - 

3 

2 

1 

50.00 

Totals 

5 

1 

20.00 

CEREBROSPINAL  FEVER. 

15  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  1 case  remained  from  the  previous  year 
and  1 remained  at  the  end  of  this  year,  so  that  15  cases  were  treated  to  a conclusion  : 
of  these  3 died,  giving  a mortality  of  20  per  cent. 

Of  the  admissions,  13  were  admitted  from  the  city,  1 was  a military  patient,  and 
1 was  from  outside  the  city  boundary. 

In  the  previous  year  the  admissions  numbered  27  : the  average  number  of  admis- 
sions for  the  previous  five  years  was  58. 


TABLE  3 


Showing  the  case  mortality  in  age  periods. 


Ages 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality  Per  Cent. 

Under  1 year  - 

1 

1 — 2 years  - 

4 

1 

25.00 

2 — 5 years  - 

3 

5 — 10  years  - 

1 

1 

100.00 

10 — 20  years  - 

3 

20 — 30  years  - 

30 — 40  years  - 

2 

40 — 60  years  - 

1 

1 

100.00 

Over  60  years  - 

Totals 

15 

3 

20.00 

TUBERCULOUS  MENINGITIS. 

Under  the  Streptomycin  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  London,  the  hospital  is 
one  of  the  centres  for  the  trial  of  streptomycin  in  the  treatment  of  Meningeal  and  Miliary 
Tuberculosis.  The  results  of  the  trials  will  be  published  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Eleven  cases  of  confirmed  tuberculous  meningitis,  including  the  five  remaining  in  hos- 
pital at  the  end  of  the  year,  received  streptomycin  treatment  during  the  last  five  months 
of  the  year. 

19  cases  were  admitted  and  1 case  remained  from  last  year,  so  that  15  were 
treated  to  a conclusion  during  the  year.  Five  cases  remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  POLIOENCEPHALITIS 

The  hospital  facilities  were  made  available  for  acute  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occur- 
ring anywhere  in  Northern  Ireland,  and  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the 
Northern  Ireland  Council  for  Orthopaedic  Development  so  that  expert  orthopaedic 
supervision  was  continued  throughout  the  patients’  sojourn  in  hospital.  The  results  of 
this  scheme  were  most  impressive  in  the  early  and  sustained  improvement  in  the  great 
majority  of  the  cases.  The  services  of  a physiotherapist  and  orthopaedic-after-care 
sisters  were  available  from  the  early  days  of  the  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis. 
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80  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  1 case  remained  from  last  year,  and  21 
remained  over  at  the  end  of  this  year,  so  that  60  cases  were  treated  to  a conclusion. 
Of  these,  6 died.  The  surviving  cases  requiring  further  orthopaedic  hospital  care  were 
ultimately  transferred  to  orthopaedic  units  with  residual  paralysis,  ranging  in  degree  from 
slight  to  extensive. 

7 cases  were  nursed  in  the  Both  Respirator.  Four  died  during  the  course  of  arti- 
ficial respiration.  Three  have  survived,  two  of  whom  have  extensive  paralysis. 


TABLE  4 


Showing  case  mortality  and  sex  incidence  in  age  periods. 


Ages 
( years) 

Sex 

M | F 

Total 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality 
Per  Cent. 

0—  - - - 

0 

2 

2 

1 — - 

12 

10 

22 

1 

4.55 

5— 

17 

8 

25 

15— 

9 

5 

14 

2 

14.29 

25— 

5 

6 

1 1 

35— 

2 

1 

3 

45— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

100.00 

Totals 

1^ 

t4~ 

33 

80 

6 

7.50 

SCARLATINA. 

491  cases  were  admitted,  41  remained  from  the  previous  year,  22  remained  this 
year,  so  that  510  were  treated  to  a conclusion.  There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlatina. 

In  the  previous  year  the  admissions  numbered  641  : the  average  number  of  admis- 
sions for  the  previous  five  years  was  1,167. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Two  wards  were  still  available  for  the  reception  of  female  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  Nearly  all  are  advanced  cases  with  small  prospect  of  recovery,  admitted  to 
limit  their  spreading  the  condition.  Most  of  them  benefit  from  the  hospitalization  and 
of  the  76  cases  under  treatment,  48  left  hospital  and  5 died. 

The  nursing  staff  chosen  for  duty  in  these  wards  are  Mantoux  positive  reactors 
with  clear  reports  from  miniature  radiography. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  certified  causes  of  death  of  the  12  fatal  cases  listed  as  Other  Diseases  are  as 


follows  : — 

Pyogenic  Laryngitis  - - - 1 Cerebral  Infarction  - - - 1 

Br.  Pneumonia  - - - - 2 Influenzal  Meningitis  - - - 2 

Acute  Idiopathic  Encephalitis  - 1 Hemiplegia  - 1 

Bacterial  Endocarditis  - - 1 Pneumococcal  Meningitis  - - 3 


INFECTIOUS  CONDITIONS  AMONGST  THE  STAFF. 

1 Ward  Sister — Infective  Hepatitis. 

2 Student  Nurses- — Measles. 

3 Student  Nurses — Rubella. 

All  nursing  staff  are  fully  immunised  against  diphtheria,  scarlatina,  and  enteric,  and 
are  X-rayed  six-monthly  and  Mantoux  tested. 
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STAFF. 


The  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  comprised  : — 

1 Medical  Superintendent. 

3 Resident  Medical  Officers. 

1.  Gardener. 


1 Steward. 

2 Clerk-Typists. 

1  Storekeeper. 

1 Engineer. 

1 Fitter. 

1 Fitter’s  Helper. 

1 Plumber. 

1 Joiner. 

2 Painters. 

3 Motormen. 

4 Firemen. 

1 Pumping  Station  Attendant. 
4 Gate  Porters. 

1 Disinfector. 

1 Foreman  Porter. 

3  Porters. 


4 Groundsmen. 

1 Matron. 

1 Home  Sister. 

1 Night  Sister. 

8 Ward  Sisters. 

6 Staff  Nurses. 

3 Assistant  Nurses. 

1 Male  Nurse. 

30  Student  Nurses. 

2 Lady  Cooks. 

1 Seamstress. 

19  Maids. 

5 Part-time  Nurses. 
1 Laundress. 

8 Laundry  Maids. 


The  difficulty  of  staffing  the  hospital  adequately  with  nursing  and  domestic  help 
has  been  acute.  Considerable  help  of  a high  order  has  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  non- 
resident nursing  staff,  trained  and  assistant  and  male  as  well  as  female.  Outdoor 
domestic  help  has  also  been  recruited. 

Throughout  the  year  the  staff  discharged  their  respective  duties  very  satisfac- 
torily. 

Yours  faithfully, 


F.  F.  KANE, 


Medical  Superintendevt, 
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Municipal  Laboratory, 

Queen’s  University, 
Belfast, 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  present  herewith  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  laboratory 
during  the  year  1947. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Total. 

1.  Swabs  from  Practitioners 

61 

1,076 

1,137 

2.  Do.  Hospitals 

653 

1,174 

2,377 

3.  Do.  Public  Health  Department 

18 

111 

129 

4.  Do.  Contacts 

3 

9 

12 

5.  Direct  Examinations 

4 

90 

94 

6.  Virulence  Tests 

15 

6 

21 

1 7 in  cent’s  Averina. 

Swabs 

37 

147 

184 

Enteric  Group. 

1 . Agglutinations  Reactions 

67 

361 

428 

2.  Faeces,  Blood,  etc. 

179 

352 

531 

Malaria. 

Blood  Films 

2 

16 

18 

Ringworm. 

Hairs 

44 

36 

80 

Food  Poisoning. 

Foodstuffs 

— 

— 

74 

M eningitis . 

1.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluids 

22 

409 

431 

2.  Typing 

22 

409 

431 

Tuberculosis. 

1.  Sputa 

266 

333 

599 

2.  Pus 

— 

54 

54 

3.  Urines 

— 

201 

201 

4.  Fluids 

1 

41 

42 

Plague. 

Rats 

— - 

461 

461 

Streptococcal  Infections. 

Swabs  for  Group  A.  Typing  ... 

14 

33 

47 

BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 

INFECTIONS. 

Bloods 

3 

425 

428 

Milks 

— 

106 

106 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Wassermann  Reactions  (Blood) 

258 

2,737 

2,995 

Wassermann  Reactions  (C.S.F.) 

7 

8 

15 

Films  for  Gonococci 

32 

109 

141 

Kahn  Reactions 

— 

— 

2,995 

60 


MILK  EXAMINATIONS. 


Grade  A ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Grade  B ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Grade  B (Pasteurized)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Reductase  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Biological  Tests  for  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

WATER  EXAMINATIONS. 

Ordinary  Waters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Bath  Waters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

UNCLASSIFIED  EXAMINATIONS. 

Urines,  Pus,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 

Blood  Films,  Counts,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  444 


Yours  faithfully, 

G.  F.  W.  TINSDALE, 

City  Bacteriologist. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


During  the  year  632  children  died  under  the  age  of  12  months,  giving  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  60,  which  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  city.  The  rate  for  the 
previous  year  was  61.  Epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  led  to  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  infection,  the  rate 
for  which  was  16.09  per  1,000  births  compared  with  13.36  for  the  previous  year  ; other- 
wise the  death  rates  for  other  causes  were  generally  lower. 

Prematurity,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  pneumonia,  broncho-pneumonia,  and  bron- 
chitis accounted  for  60  per  cent,  of  the  infantile  mortality  rate. 

Table  A shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  conditions  and  the  death  rate  per 
1,000  registered  births  during  the  past  ten  years. 

Table  B shows  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  and  the  infantile  mortality 
rates  during  the  past  ten  years,  with  an  analysis  of  these  deaths  and  death  rates 
according  to  different  mortality  groups. 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

The  neo-natal  rate  of  23  is  also  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  city.  The  previous 
lowest  rate,  that  for  the  year  1946,  was  27.  Neo-natal  deaths  from  prematurity  showed 
a substantial  reduction,  the  rate  being  9.6  compared  with  12.2  for  the  previous  year, 
and  an  average  rate  of  18.1  for  the  five  years  1941/45.  The  reduction  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  cause  no  doubt  reflects  the  improved  methods  now  in  use  in  the 
nurture  of  the  premature  infant  during  the  first  few  days  of  life. 

T able  C shows  the  neo-natal  deaths  and  neo-natal  death  rates  during  the  past 
ten  years,  with  an  analysis  of  total  deaths  and  death  rates  according  to  different 
mortality  group. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  women  who  died  from  pregnancy,  childbirth,  and  the  puerperal 
state  during  the  year  was  13,  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.2  per  1,000  live 
births.  This  rate  shows  a marked  decrease  on  the  figure  of  2.2  for  the  previous  year, 
which  was  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  city. The  reduction  is  largely  due  to  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  infection  and  toxaemia. 

Table  D shows  the  maternal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  analysed  according  to 
the  cause  of  death. 
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Showing  the  Neo-Natal  Deaths  and  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  during  ten  years  1938-1947,  with  an  analysis  of  these  deaths  and  death  rates 

according  to  Mortality  Groups. 
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TABLE  D 


Showing  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  analysed  according  to  the 


cause 

Cause  of  Death 

of  death. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Post- Abortion  Infection 

1 

0.10 

Abortions  (not  Septic) 

1 

0.10 

Ectopic  Gestation 

0 

0.00 

Haemorrhage  of  Pregnancy 

0 

0.00 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy 

2 

0.19 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
'Pregnancy 

0 

0.00 

Haemorrhage  of  Childbirth,  etc. 

...  * 

4 

0.38 

Infection  during  Childbirth  and  the 
Puerperium 

1 

0.10 

Puerperal  Toxaemia 

1 

0.10 

Other  Accidents  of  Childbirth 

3 

0.29 

Other  Conditions  of  Childbirth  and 
Puerperal  State 

0 

0.00 

TABLE  E 

Shewing  the  Deaths  of  Children  under  one  year  old  per  1,000  births  each  year 

1928-1947 


Deaths 

Deaths 

Year 

per  1,000 

Year 

per  1,000 

Births 

Births 

1928 

103 

1938 

96 

1929 

112 

1939 

85 

1930 

78 

1940 

122 

1931 

90 

1941 

91 

1932 

111 

1942 

92 

1933 

102 

1943 

Ill 

1934 

80 

1944 

89 

1935 

112 

1945 

84 

1936 

101 

1946 

61 

1937 

94 

1947 

60 

MIDWIVES 

During  the  year  246  midwives  gave  the  required  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practise  ; of  these,  244  were  certified  by  examination  and  2 otherwise  certified. 

During  the  year  the  services  of  Medical  Practitioners  were  requisitioned  by 
midwives  in  248  emergency  cases,  and  the  Belfast  Corporation,  as  the  Local  Super- 
vising Authority,  paid  in  fees  £384.  12s.  Od.  for  attendances  in  148  cases. 


Notifications  received  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Under  Form  A. — Sending  for  Medical  help  ...  ...  248 

,,  ,,  B. — Notification  of  Death  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  C. — Notification  of  Still-birth  ...  ...  360 

,,  ,,  D. — Notification  of  having  laid  out  a Dead  Body  3 

,,  E. — Source  of  Infection  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  F. — Artificial  Feeding  ...  ...  ...’  71 

66 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT 


12,011  births  were  notified  pursuant  to  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  in 
addition,  20  were  either  discovered  by  Health  Visitors  or  notified  by  the  Registrars  of 
Births,  making  a total  of  12,031  ; of  these,  6,161  were  males,  5,870  were  females,  356 
were  still-births,  and  411  were  illegitimate  births. 

Of  the  total  number  notified,  9,104  were  selected  for  visitation  and  supervision,  and 


during  the  year  60,736  visits  were  made. 

Births  : — 

Attended  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  Midwives  ...  ...  2,152 

, , only  by  Midwives  certified  by  examination  ...  ...  2,329 

,,  only  by  Dispensary  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  168 

,,  by  Midwives  otherwise  certified  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  in  Jubilee  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  2,408 

,,  in  Royal  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1,593 

,,  in  Johnstone  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

,,  in  Mater  Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  399 

,,  in  Samaritan  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

, , by  Nurses  from  Maternity  Hospitals  ...  ...  371 

,,  in  Malone  Place  Home  .. . ...  ...  ...  343 

,,  in  Thorndale  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

,,  in  Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,616 

,,  other  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


10  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 

331  cases  of  Inflammation  of  Eyes  were  visited  during  the  year  in  children  under 
one  year. 

47  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year. 

MIDWIVES  AND  NURSING  HOMES  ACT  (N.I.),  1929 

2 Nursing  Homes  were  added  to,  and  4 Nursing  Homes  removed  from  the 
Register  of  Nursing  Homes  under  the  above  Act.  At  the  end  of  the  year  37  Nursing 
Homes  remained  on  the  register.  380  inspections  were  made. 

The  equipment,  staffing,  keeping  of  registers,  etc.,  were  generally  found  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  Act.  A few  defaults,  mainly  of  a minor  character,  were  rectified 
when  the  attention  of  the  person  in  charge  was  drawn  to  them. 

ANTE-NATAL  REPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


The  Royal  Maternity  Hospital 

Total  number  of  new  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,323 

Total  number  of  re-attendances  ...  ...  ...  13,139 

The  Ulster  Hospital,  Templemore  Avenue 

New  cases  in  Out-patient  Department  ...  ...  ...  190 

Return  cases  in  Out-patient  Department  ...  ...  ...  659 

Malone  Place  Home 

N ew  Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Re-attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,773 

Municipal  Clinics. 

New  Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,651 

Re-attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,978 


Thorndale  House,  Duncairn  Avenue  (The  Salvation  Army),  and  The  Belfast 
Midnight  Mission  and  Rescue  and  Maternity  Home,  31  Malone  Place. 

The  above  Homes,  which  receive  grants  from  the  Belfast  Corporation,  carried  out 
their  work  during  the  year  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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The  following  shows  the  number  of  confinements  which  took  place  during  the 
year  in  Thorndale  House  and  Malone  Place  Home  : — - 


Thorndale  House 

Total 

City  Cases 

Outside 
City  Cases 

Number  of  Confinements 

258 

234 

24 

(married  mothers) 
Number  of  Confinements 

36 

13 

23 

(unmarried  mothers) 

Malone  Place  Home 

Number  of  Confinements 

242 

230 

12 

(married  mothers) 
Number  of  Confinements 

102 

33 

72 

(unmarried  mothers) 


GRANTS  TO  INSTITUTIONS 

During  the  year  the  Corporation  continued  its  grants  to  the  following  Hospitals 
and  Institutions  carrying  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work. 

Royal  Maternity  and  Ulster  Hospitals,  for  ante-natal  services  ; Malone  Place 
H ome,  Thorndale  Home,  and  Hopedene  Hostel,  for  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mother 
and  her  child  ; Glendhu  Hostel,  for  the  care  of  young  children  temporarily  deprived  of 
maternal  care  ; the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant 
mothers  and  toddlers. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  names  on  the  roll  of  each  Centre  and 
the  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year,  also  the  number  of  babies  medically 
examined  and  the  total  number  of  examinations  : — 


On 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 

Babies 

medically 

Total 

examinations 

Roll 

by  mothers 

examined 

of  babies 

Danube  Street 

371 

4,514 

451 

1,328 

Donegall  Road  (Monday)  ... 

407 

3,527 

534 

1,097 

Donegall  Road  (Tuesday)  ... 

441 

4,767 

566 

1,182 

Dee  Street 

338 

3,356 

486 

1,216 

York  Street 

472 

3,311 

589 

1,522 

Spiers  Place  (Tuesday) 

350 

3,650 

530 

1,044 

Speirs  Place  (Thursday) 

375 

3,589 

535 

1,151 

Spiers  Place  (Friday) 

376 

4,216 

489 

1,584 

Falls  Road 

623 

4,257 

782 

1,496 

Havelock  Place  ... 

418 

4,040 

648 

1,271 

Woodstock  (Wednesday) 

457 

4,666 

533 

1,096 

Woodstock  (Friday) 

441 

4,674 

441 

1,066 

Ligoniel 

240 

2,617 

386 

861 

Mervue  Street 

479 

4,539 

575 

1,813 

Avoca  Street  (Wednesday)  ... 

300 

2,630 

354 

1,075 

Avoca  Street  (Thursday)  ... 

278 

4,697 

540 

1,090 

*Divis  Street  (Wednesday)... 

235 

1,665 

274 

613 

Divis  Street  (Friday) 

513 

4,361 

1,050 

1,464 

Sydenham 

400 

4,453 

482 

1,206 

Glenard 

483 

4,210 

538 

1,519 

Bloomfield 

385 

4,727 

464 

948 

Greencastle 

238 

2,593 

323 

655 

Susan  Street 

521 

4,714 

546 

1,472 

Seaview 

325 

3,480 

336 

913 

Joanmount 

215 

1,939 

305 

671 

Kimberley  Street  ... 

355 

3,430 

544 

1,076 

* Commenced  1/6/47. 

10,036 

98,622 

13,301 

30,429 
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HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 

The  Home  Help  service  continues  to  meet  an  increasing  demand.  During  the  year 
the  average  number  of  Home  Helps  on  the  panel  was  59  full-time  and  7 part-time. 
790  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  scheme  is  at  present  restricted  to  the 
expectant  mother  and  the  mother  of  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  demand  for 
the  service  from  these  two  categories  kept  the  panel  fully  occupied,  as  a rule,  through- 
out the  year. 


OBSTETRICAL  FLYING  SQUAD 

This  valuable  service  continues  to  operate  by  arrangement  with  the  Royal 
Maternity  and  Jubilee  Hospitals.  The  squad  was  called  out  a total  of  24  times  through- 
out the  year.  In  the  majority  of  cases  blood  or  plasma  transfusions  were  found 
necessary,  and  in  many  of  these  the  patient  was  subsequently  removed  to  hospital  for 
further  treatment  when  her  condition  sufficiently  improved. 

HOME  NURSING  OF  GASTRO-ENTERITIS  AND  PNEUMONIA 

Arrangements  continued  in  operation  for  the  home  nursing  of  certain  cases  of 
gastro-enteritis  and  pneumonia  by  nurses  attached  to  the  District  Nursing  Society. 

DEMONSTRATIONS 

The  Ministry  of  Food  kindly  arranged  demonstrations  in  the  preparation  of  meals 
suitable  for  young  children  at  the  various  Child  Welfare  Centres,  and  talks  on  diet  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Centres.  The  Health  Visitors  also  gave  talks  at  the  various  Ante- 
Natal  Centres  throughout  the  year.  The  vitamin  preparations  supplied  by  the 
Ministry  were  also  issued  at  all  centres  as  well  as  the  usual  infant  food  and  food  supple- 
ments. 

THE  BELFAST  VOLUNTARY  WORKERS’  ASSOCIATION 

The  members  of  this  Association  continued  to  render  valuable  assistance  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  and  we  again  take  the  opportunity  of  sending  our  thanks  and 
appreciation  of  their  continued  interest  and  help  in  our  work. 
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